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“Nothing but Horsies” — the first price list devoted 
solely to 1786-1788 New Jersey copper coinage 
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\, WELCOME TO THE RODEO!! 


When we issued our Twentieth Fixed Price List in mid-2019 we had plans of producing 
smaller lists at a more frequent pace, maybe 2-3 a year (instead of our usual one every 2-3 
years!). But, as we all know, 2020 had other plans for us all. Covid spread, lockdowns began, 
and we have all had more than a year without seeing many of our friends or family. The hobby 
was little different, as coin shows were among the first things to be cancelled (with the Pittsburg 
EAC and March Baltimore shows being the first major ones lost to collectors interested in early 
American copper). But while the pandemic undoubtedly caused incredible loss and hardship to 
people around the world, it has actually had something of a benefit for our hobby. Many more 
people have been stuck at home, unable to travel, unable to dine out, go to concerts or shows — 
and many of them have returned to (or started) a passion for collecting to fill some of those 
hours. Despite high unemployment levels and lots of uncertainty, the coin market has continued 
to rise. Prices for colonials at auction are the strongest they’ve been for several years — not just 
for the very finest or rarest coins, but for every stratum of quality, and in most series. Perhaps 
there is a silver lining for the year-plus of upheaval we have all endured, and that is the survival 
—and growth! — of this hobby that we all enjoy. 

We are pleased to offer here on our 21” price list something unique — a list devoted to 
just one coinage, the ever-popular New Jersey coppers, issued from 1786-1788. The coins 
offered here are mostly duplicates from two major collections, and there are an impressive 
SEVENTY-SIX DIFFERENT VARIETIES offered here for direct purchase. There will be no 
finest known examples, nor any of the legendary rarities in the series to be found in these pages. 
Instead, there will be solid, collectible examples for the collector — from lower-grade rarities to 
higher-grade more available varieties and type coins, including many with outstanding 
provenance (and some slabbed ones too). The recently completed sale of the Donald Partrick 
collection of New Jersey coppers saw record prices — and left many disappointed bidders who 
had hoped to add a horsie or two to their stables. If you were among those who went home 
empty-handed, here is a chance to add some more affordable pieces to your collection. 

All coins are photographed, with our usual accurate and thorough descriptions. Revised 
rarity and Condition Census information are from the 2013 book New Jersey State Coppers, by 
Roger Siboni, John Howes and Buell Ish, one of the most useful books on colonials published 
thus far, and one that belongs in every collector’s library. 

We invite you to hop on the saddle, take a leisurely trot through the following pages and 
lasso yourself a few coins. But remember, we have just a single example of each of these 
varieties, and if you see something you want, we urge you to do it quickly (smoke signals, 
telegrams, Wells Fargo wagons and Pony Express options are no longer valid: please see the 
final page of this list for ordering details). 

- Jeff Rock - 
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PCGS AU50 MARIS 6-D 


Near Condition Census Quality!! 





fitting grade for the coin. Boldly struck, as is often found on the variety, though here with 
just the faintest trace of rub on the highest points of either side, a coin that was in circulation 
for just a short period of time. Everything is sharp, as expected for the grade, with the 
legends all bold; the date a bit weak at the right side of the last two digits, though they are 
visible. The horse’s head, with its large, cartoonish eye and M-shaped ears especially strong, 
and the plow below shows all the subtle shading of the handles, detail which quickly wore 
down. The reverse shield is bold, with every vertical and horizontal stripe sharp within. 
Medium chocolate brown, the surfaces hard and with some gloss to them. A few scattered 
light marks from the coins brief circulation can be seen in the fields, though none are worthy 
of mention. From a late state of the reverse die, with the large break at the base of the shield, 
while the obverse die is beginning to show some light spalling or rust around the plow 
handles. This is the only use of this attractive and well-designed reverse die. The Siboni- 
Howes-Ish book on New Jersey coppers lists the Condition Census for the variety as a pair of 
Uncirculated coins and 5 AU examples; other AU’s are known (both slabbed and raw), so we 
suspect this specimen is near the tail end of the Condition Census, if not actually in it. The 
Spiro-Oechsner-Partrick coin in the same grade (though certified by NGC, not PCGS) shows 
the exact same details, and while it was a choice, lighter color, it had significant staining on 
both sides; it had a wonderful provenance, but this one is more visually attractive. That coin 
sold for $3,840 in Heritage’s May 2021 sale (Lot 15022), this one is available for 
significantly less money. A perfect coin for the type collector, especially one who wants 
their COINS Certified ....... 0... cece cee ccc ec cceeccceucceeuceeucceuuctseneceuuceeuuceeaucesteseeueees $1,900 
Don’t have a copy of the Siboni-Howes-Ish reference work? We stock this massive, 
550+ page volume — it is a wonderfully researched, well-illustrated and up-to-date 
book which belongs in every library. Check the final pages of this list for details and 
order yours today. 


The Rare Maris 11-H, a No Coulter Variety 
The Ted Craige Example 





pa 1786 New Jersey Copper. Maris 11-H, a No Coulter variety. Low Rariy-6. Fine. This is the 
Ted Craige specimen, which appeared in Stack’s Bowers January 2013 sale of his collection. 
It appeared as Lot 11293 in that sale, was plated and ably described as follows: 


1786 New Jersey Copper. Maris 11-H, W-4775. Rarity-6-. Date Under Plow, No 
Coulter. Fine-12. 128.09 grains. Medal turn. Light brown with some pale blue 
undertones and traces of unnatural red around some obverse legends. Fine scattered 
pitting is visible on both sides, with heavier corrosion tooled away long ago below the 
date and above PLURIBUS UNUM. The obverse shows central weakness associated with 
the later die states, soft at the base of the horsehead. A dimple of softness is also visible 
in the central shield. Peripheral details are strong, maybe even VF, and centering is nearly 
ideal on both sides. Despite the light tooling and imperfect surfaces, this is relatively 
appealing in-hand. It is finer than the Tanenbaum coin and less flawed if not quite as 
sharp as the Fine-15 Frederick Taylor-Clem Schettino coin. At least one No Coulter 
belongs in every collection of New Jersey coppers by variety. 


While easily plate matched to the Craige sale, the coin no longer has his original 
envelope accompanying it, as called for in that sale catalogue. This exact coin brought 
$2,232.50 in spirited bidding eight years ago. It is far more attractive than the rough Fine 
with rim bruises that appeared in the “E Pluribus Unum” collection sold in November 
2019 (and which brought $3,840). Going a grade nicer jumps the price considerably — 
Partrick’s VF30, ex Maris-Garrett (and Maris reverse plate coin) soared to $24,000. Yes, 
it was prettier, but this one is far more affordable for the average collector, and is a 
perfectly respectable example of a legitimately difficult variety. The Condition Census 
contains just two EF coins at the top, with the remaining four pieces being Choice VF 
OG Fc, “TIS SONY se cevaeenesras sania nieesenscsas eroesunuanitandusmnnsasaaesamnocedess $2,500 


An Inexpensive No Coulter Variety 





1786 New Jersey Copper. Maris 12-G, a No Coulter variety, struck medal turn. Rarity-4. 
Very Good, a clean and evenly worn example of a very scarce type in the series — and though 
this is the most common of the No Coulter varieties, that means it does double duty for both 
diehard variety collectors as well as type collectors, making it an R-4 that shows up for sale 
with the infrequency of an R-5 variety. This example has NOVA CAESAREA all visible, 
the letters weak, and with just the tops of the dates visible at the base. The distinct shaggy- 
maned horse is completely outlined, showing a bit of mane and nostril detail, and the plow 
below is particularly strong — a bonus since it clearly shows the absence of a coulter on the 
plow beam, and this is the detail you want to see most clearly (or, not see, since there is no 
coulter there!). The reverse is similar, with the E PLURIBUS UNUM legend full, the letters 
mostly stronger than those on the obverse. The wide shield is fully outlined, without a trace 
of the lines within, as expected for the grade. Very dark fields with much lighter tan legends 
and devices give a very attractive look to the piece, despite its heavy wear. The surfaces 
have a very light roughness, and there are surprisingly few marks from circulation visible 
with the naked eye, though a glass reveals some ancient hairlines that have toned down to the 
surface color and thus easy to miss. Most collectors pursuing a No Coulter type (or this 
variety in particular) are often faced with just two choices — higher grade pieces at a lot of 
money, or lower grade coins that are rough or damaged. The Roper-Partrick coin was 
considered the second finest in the Siboni Condition Census and realized $13,200 in March 
2021, while the “E Pluribus Unum” coin was a Choice VF that brought $8,400 when it was 
sold in November 2019. The Maris-Garrett-Tannenbaum Choice VF brought just shy of 
$15,000 nearly a decade ago, when it was auctioned in January 2012 by Stack’s Bowers. 
Most examples grading Fine have routinely sold in four-figures, and even some VG’s have 
broached that $1000 level at auction over the years. The present example is a much more 
affordable choice for the collector on a budget, showing all the detail needed for this distinct 
type, and with nice eye appeal for a well-circulated COIN.......... 0.0... cece cece cece eee eee $500 


John Griffee’s Maris 12-I, No Coulter Variety — 
with his distinct handwritten envelope 





1786 New Jersey Copper. Maris 12-I, a No Coulter variety, struck medal turn. Rarity-5. 
Fine. This is the John M. Griffee coin, which appeared in the auction of his coins at the first 
C4 Convention in October 1995. Ably catalogued by Michael Hodder, this coin was plated 
with enlarged photos (given half a page). It appeared there as Lot 17 and was described as 
follows: 


Technical Fine, both sides quite granular and brassy yellow in appearance, reverse damaged 
by use apparently as a scribing tool guide. 162.1 grains. Die states uncertain due to surface 
condition. M.12-I1is usually found in very low grades, with VG-Fine about the best one can 
hope for. The finest seen by this cataloguer is a strong AU in a noted southwestern 
collection. This was Mr. Griffee’s CC. No. 14 of the 50 he believed survived. The 
cataloguer has records of 21 different specimens of this variety and agrees with Mr. Griffee’s 
estimate of its rarity. From Rosa Americana’s Fixed Price List No. 7 (Autumn, 1992), Lot 
105, earlier from Superior’s sale of May 27, 1991, Lot 3; Bowers & Merena’s sale of the 
Stetten von Buchenbald Collection, November 10, 1986, Lot 2741; Coin Galleries sale of 
August 7, 1985, Lot 1459 


The variety has held its rarity over the years, with the Siboni-Howes-Ish book agreeing with 
the Rarity-5 rating. The Condition Census now consists of the same coin at the top — the 
Ford-Partrick piece, though now graded Choice EF instead of AU (it realized $45,600 in the 
March, 2021 sale of the Partrick collection); there are two other EF coins and the remainder 
of the CC consists of solid VF examples. With Fine examples routinely selling into four- 
figures, this distinct coin with a notable provenance to the collection of one of the earliest 
advocates of the New Jersey series in the modern era 1s available for just................. $800 
Accompanied by John Griffee’s distinct handwritten envelope, with his signature on 
the back, along with the provenance notes mentioned in the description, and a copy of 
the listing from the 1986 sale which names the consignor (not the name on the 
auction catalogue cover! ). 


The Henry Garrett-Syd Martin Maris 15-J 
A Near Condition Census Example 
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1786 New Jersey Copper. Maris 15-J, the “Leaning Head” obverse. Rarity-4. Extremely 
Fine. This is the Syd Martin duplicate coin, which appeared in the Stack’s Bowers 
November 2014 C4 sale, as Lot 4129. It was plated and described there as: 


1786 New Jersey Copper. Maris 15-J, W-4815. Rarity-4. Wide Shield. EF-40. 147.5 
grains. Attractive glossy olive-copper surfaces with bold to sharp detail from a nicely 
centered and well executed strike. A few swirls of ancient verdigris are noted solely for 
accuracy, aS are a couple of minor handling marks on the reverse. Superior quality for the 
variety, and qualifying as low Condition Census based on the listing in the 2013 New Jersey 
copper reference by Roger S. Siboni, et al. 


This was also the Henry Garrett example of the variety, appearing as Lot 1311 of the Bowers 
and Merena March 1992 sale of his impressive collection, there called VF25 by Michael 
Hodder in his cataloguing. As can be seen from the photos, the detail is sharper than that 
grade, and the EF given to it by Syd Martin and the cataloguer from the sale of his duplicates 
is an accurate one. The Siboni Condition Census consists of a solitary Uncirculated Maris 
coin, Partrick’s AU (which brought a very reasonable $7,200 in its March 2021 sale) and 
four solid EF examples. We think this one just misses the bottom of the Condition Census 
due to the light verdigris, but it is darned close — and it has all the detail one could hope for in 
the SFade, PHCEDTICN( Als n.s2dcccdaewnsrcnmavs-co-nenohdewtnadesadvehedvadanweansedwesacimesquenenns $1,000 
Accompanied by the cut out lot sticker from the November 2017 auction. No lot ticket 
from the Henry Garrett sale, though easily plate matched to that catalogue. 


A Nice Golden Brown New Jersey Copper 





1786 New Jersey Copper. Maris 15-L, the “Leaning Head” obverse. Rarity-4. Very Fine, 
with pleasing color and surfaces overall. The legend is full and strong, save for the final 
letter on the obverse which is visible, just weaker than the rest; the date is sharp and all on 
the planchet. Good detail on the horse and plow, and nearly all the shield lines are brought 
up. Medium golden brown, a nice light color for the New Jersey series. The obverse surface 
is hard, with some ancient hairline pin scratches in the field that you need a glass to see, all 
toned down to the surface color. There are three small dents in the reverse shield, and a few 
light marks from circulation. A small clip at the upper left obverse/lower right reverse 
touches no details. Typical Die State 2 for the variety, with a small break from the final E of 
CAESAREA extending down through the A following it. A scarcer than previously thought, 
and unknown in Uncirculated grade, though there are at least three AU’s and a number of 
EF’s out there — but they are expensive! The Norweb AU example was sold as a Choice EF 
in Stack’s Bowers November 2012 sale and brought $15,275, while the VF35 Spiro- 
Oechsner coin in the “E Pluribus Unum” collection sold by the same firm in November 2019 
brought $5,280. This is certainly not as sharp as that coin, but a lot more affordable at 


Ted Craige’s Maris 15-T 
NGC XF40 





1786 BEAM STRAIGHT 
NEW JERSEY 
XF 40 BN 


2663 190-001 
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1786 New Jersey Copper. Maris 15-T, the “Leaning Head” obverse. Rarity-3. Extremely 
Fine, in an NGC slab where this is graded XF40BN. This is the Ted Craige specimen, which 
appeared as Lot 11302 in the Stack’s Bowers January 2013 sale of his collection, where it 
was plated and describes as follows: 


1786 New Jersey Copper. Maris 15-T, W-4825. Rarity-3. Wide Shield. EF-40. 
144.3 grains. A handsome and highly original specimen, with smooth chocolate 
brown surfaces showing good gloss. Some old dark buildup is noted around devices 
and within crevices, to no substantial effect on eye appeal. A little rim nick 1s seen at 
the base of the reverse, small natural striation right of A in NOVA. Die state 2, with a 
delicate arc crack from left base of shield and a zig-zag crack from tops of EA of 
CAESAREA to tip of plow. Not quite CC level, but this would upgrade a lot of nice 
collections. 

Provenance: From the Ted L. Craige Collection. Paper envelope with attribution 
notation included. 


There is not much to add to this description, other than the coin is now slabbed. A very 
pleasing example, and while for many varieties a sharp EF would be in the Condition 
Census, that is not the case with Maris 15-T — the Siboni census has an amazing four 
Uncirculated coins (three of them considered Gem Uncirculated), and a couple AU’s 
rounding out the census. A solid example of the type, with a wonderful provenance to a 
famed collection that had disappeared for nearly a half century, and was forgotten by most 
collectors who were surprised at the treasures it contained when it finally surfaced...$1,500 
Accompanied by Ted Craige’s original handwritten paper envelope, as well as the 
original lot sticker from the January 2013 auction. 


THE RARE MARIS 15-U 





1786 New Jersey Copper. Maris 15-U, the “Leaning Head” obverse. High Rarity-5. Fine, 
some details of the full VF grade level. A well-struck example of this, the rarest of the 
varieties using Obverse 15 — rare enough in fact that when Maris wrote his book in 1881 he 
only knew of a single example, the coin in his own collection! Well struck the legends are 
full, a few obverse letters slightly weaker than their neighbors but all there, while the date 
and reverse legend are bold. The horse and plow design are fully outlined, and if the horse 
were just a touch stronger a VF grade would have been merited. The reverse shield dully 
deserves the higher grade, with nearly full horizontal and vertical lines within (as most often 
seen, this is Die State 2, with an internal cud about two-thirds down the shield). Darker olive 
fields with much lighter devices and legends, an attractive look. The surfaces are lightly 
rough, but only lightly, and there are few marks from actual circulation. While a Fine/VF 
example of any of the other varieties with the Maris 15 obverse would be nothing special, for 
the 15-U it represents a very collectible grade. The entire Siboni Condition Census is made 
up of just VF coins, a few of them considered choice. The Partrick coin was unknown when 
the Siboni book was written and was an EF, and though it had some marks and verdigris was 
considered the finest known, bringing a very reasonable $7,800. The “E Pluribus Unum” 
specimen sold in November 2019 was one of the VF’s and brought $4,080 in spirited 
bidding. Clem Schettino’s specimen, sold by Stack’s Bowers in January 2010 and was a 
Choice fine that brought $2,990. While that coin had better surface quality, this one has all 
the same detail and is available for well under half the price — not a bad trade-off 


When Maris wrote his book he knew of just a single specimen, his coin which was 
called “barely fair” — most likely a Good-VG coin today. When Maris’s collection 
was sold five years later the number had climbed to three known. Most of the Maris 
collection coins went into the Garrett family collection. Some of those were privately 
sold to Richard Picker, for his own collection, but neither the Garrett nor Picker 
collections contained the low-grade Maris example of this variety. 


An Affordable Example of the Very Rare 
Maris 16-J —a Low R-6 Variety 





1786 New Jersey Copper. Maris 16-J. Low Rarity-6. Fine overall, some details closer to a 
VF-level coin, though with surface issues that justify the lower grade. The obverse has full 
legend and date, the letters and numerals strong, while the horse and plow design is fully 
outlined, better than the Fine grade but not quite to the VF level. The reverse shield is of the 
VF level, but this side 1s weaker at the legends, with the first two letters of PLURIBUS and 
UNUM each mostly not visible. Mottled light tan and darker brown, both sides lightly but 
evenly rough. The reverse has a couple ancient scratches that are toned down to the surface 
color and partially hidden by that roughness. Despite this, a thoroughly collectible example 
of a very rare variety in the series. The Siboni Condition Census contains just a single 
Uncirculated example, but another was in the January 2021 offering of some of the best 
grades of Partrick New Jersey coppers, and was likely the finest known, a Choice 
Uncirculated (MS63) which brought $27,600. The rest of the census is made up of a pair of 
EF’s and then VF coins. One of the EF’s, the Brand-Hall-Bareford coin was sold in 
November 2019 as part of the “E Pluribus Unum” collection and brought $15,600 in spirited 
bidding. As the top two examples are in major collections not likely to be offered anytime 
soon, VF is about the best any collector can hope for today — one of those was the Spiro- 
Oechsner-Partrick coin, a lower end VF (VF20), that still soared to $16,800 when it was sold 
in March 2021! A look at the VF’s in the Siboni census shows most held in large, private 
collections or museums, which likely explains why a smooth Fine brought $2,115 in Stack’s 
Bowers January, 2013 auction. While not without its problems, this example is perfect for 
the collector on a budget — just the slightest of upgrades will more than double the 


In 1989 Michael Hodder wrote a very detailed study of the “J” reverse die, which 
was used with an amazing ten different obverse dies — the most in the series. Even 
more interesting this reverse is a biennial one, paired with both 1786 and 1787-dated 
obverse dies. Hodder was able to prove that the 1786-dated obverses paired with 
reverse J were backdated, or at least not struck until 1787 — while some varieties 
were struck as late as 1788-90, well after the termination of the coinage contract. 
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Ted Craige’s Near Condition Census Maris 17-J 





1786 New Jersey Copper. Maris 17-J. Rarity-4. Choice Very Fine. This is the Ted Craige 
example, which appeared as Lot 11306 of the Stack’s Bowers January 2013 sale of his 
collection, where it was illustrated and thoroughly described as follows: 


1786 New Jersey Copper. Maris 17-J, W-4860. Rarity-4. Wide Shield. VF-35. 
141.4 grains. Deep mahogany and olive surfaces contrast with attractive light brown devices. 
Overstruck on an unidentified Connecticut copper, like so many of this die marriage, with 
CONN subtly visible just inside the rim above NOVA. The surfaces show fine raised 
granularity on both sides, looking like verdigris under a glass rather than eaten-away 
corrosion, but the in-hand appearance is very pleasing. A few little scratches are seen here 
and there, one on the snout and a few fine ones at central reverse. The top of the reverse 
shows slightly greater roughness than elsewhere. The planchet is broad and the centering 1s 
ideal. Fairly well struck, though this variety seemingly never shows full details, and perhaps 
worthy of an EF grade assignment by wear. The central reverse is a bit soft, as always seen, a 
by-product of reverse failure and the opposite high relief of the horsehead. Very Fine is a 
better than typical grade for a 17-J. This piece shows equivalent sharpness to the Henry 
Garrett coin, the highest ranked of the VF coins in the SHI census (#4), though this piece 
seems to have inferior surfaces to that coin. The Maris-Garrett-Picker-O'Donnell coin is 
ranked 8th; though it is sharper, it has some surface issues. So this piece can be comfortably 
ranked somewhere in that range, depending upon your tastes. Needless to say, this is a coin 
that would prove tough to upgrade. The three finest examples are all graded EF. 


Not known to the authors when the Siboni book was written, this example likely makes the 
top dozen or so known. One of the EF’s was in the January 2019 sale of the “E Pluribus 
Unum” collection and brought $9,600 in spirited bidding. The Maris-Garret-Partrick 
example was a major bargain at $3,360 when it sold in March 2021 as it was the Maris 
obverse plate coin (while slabbed as XF45, it is in the Siboni census as VF, likely due to 
some light green corrosion on the reverse. No longer with the Craige envelope, the coin is 
easily plate matched to that sale. This example brought $1,116.25 at that sale and is 
available today, ClCH years IALCT Al JUSliorsrccoc coe nedcieatedusednehinatacaaedcheawacnoe aces $1,400 
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Maris 17-K struck over a REGAL 1772 British Halfpenny 
A VERY RARE Undertype — 
the ONLY Maris 17-K known overstruck on 
something other than a Connecticut copper 
Ex Bill Anton Collection 
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1786 New Jersey Copper. Maris 17-K. Rarity-3 for the variety, Rarity-7+ overstruck on a 
1772-dated REGAL British halfpenny. Very Fine. This is the BILL ANTON specimen, sold 
as Lot 6034 of the “E Pluribus Unum” collection in November 2019, where it was plated and 
described as follows: 


1786 New Jersey copper. Maris 17-K. Rarity-3. Straight Plow Beam. Overstruck on a 
1772 English halfpenny. VF Detail, Environmental Damage (PCGS). 144.7 grains. Dark 
brown with some darker scale across surfaces that maintain good gloss despite their moderate 
roughness. Very sharp and fairly attractive. A curved old scrape across the horsehead 1s the 
most significant flaw, and others are fairly minor. Though this variety usually comes 
overstruck, and typically shows a wealth of visible undertype, Connecticut coppers made up 
the lion’s share of the planchet stock. More unusual undertypes are avidly sought, and this 
1772 English halfpenny certainly qualifies. The 1772 date —- which appears to be from a 
Tower Mint-struck authentic coin — 1s clearly visible beneath and left of the 1786 New 
Jersey date. This positioning hardly seems accidental, though it could be. Strong hints of 
BRITANNIA are visible with scrutiny, though the reverse scale obscures the traces of the 
English halfpenny’s obverse. 

Overstriking on New Jersey coppers is an interesting phenomenon that underscores two facts. 
First, 1t was clearly easier (at least some of the time) to acquire copper coins than sheet 
copper for virgin planchets. Second, those copper coins could be acquired less expensively 
than the market value of New Jersey coppers in the marketplace. The predominance of 
Connecticut coppers suggests that they transacted at a discount to New Jersey coppers, but 
other undertypes are too scarce to draw any reasonably conclusion. 


Dr. Phil Mossman’s Money of the American Colonies and Confederation provides the best 
data and analysis on the phenomenon of overstruck state coppers, including a full discussion 
in Appendix 2. Table 29 in Mossman lists known New Jersey undertypes by variety, 
including a reference to an example of this variety struck over a 1772 Machin’s Mills 
halfpenny (Vlack 6-72A). The reference comes from a July 1975 Colonial Newsletter article 
by Bill Anton (“Checklist of 133 die combinations of New Jersey coppers’’). These could be 
the same coins, with the undertype misattributed back in 1975, or they may be discrete 
specimens. The 1772 Machin’s halfpenny is the only non-Connecticut undertype on a Maris 
17-K cited by Mossman. 

From the E Pluribus Unum Collection 


While we will continue to use the “E Pluribus Unum” name in this price list since that was 
what the auction was called, it was abundantly clear to specialists that the coins offered 
therein were from the Bill Anton collection. It is thus certain that this is the exact specimen 
referred to in Phil Mossman’s book, the early error made by Anton calling the host coin a 
Machin’s Mills piece never being corrected — and it is a very understandable error, since 
some New Jersey copper varieties are known struck over Machin’s Mills coins, as well as on 
counterfeit British (and Irish) halfpence. 

But few New Jersey coppers are overstruck on regal British coins, for two important reasons: 
1) there were few regal British halfpence in circulation in the American colonies, with most 
of the copper coin in circulation being counterfeit British and Irish coppers, and 2) a regal 
British halfpence would be expected to trade easier and perhaps even at a premium to 
counterfeit copper. Both these factors would make a regal coin an unlikely host for 
overstriking — at least in normal times. But, this variety was not struck in normal times, and 
was certainly not struck in 1786, as there are several examples known that are struck over 
1787-dated Connecticut coppers. As the Coppers Panic of 1789 spread, ALL copper coins 
were either rejected in commerce or accepted at heavy discount — with the exception of New 
Jersey coppers, which that state continued to accept in payment of taxes. At that point it 
became profitable to overstrike any copper coin with New Jersey dies — something best seen 
in the Maris 56-n “Camel Head” variety which comes over a bewildering array of, literally, 
every copper coin that had been in circulation at that time. Because there were very few 
regal British halfpence in circulation in America in the late 1780s (the 1749-dated pieces sent 
over on The Mermaid would have long since been worn slick, lost, or returned to England in 
commerce), few would be available to overstrike. Mossman’s book lists a couple possible 
regal host coins, but these appear to all rely on descriptions from sales or owners, and the 
coins have not been examined and weighed to verify whether the undertype is regal or 
counterfeit. 

This was one of the true bargains in the Anton sale, and it seems that most collectors were 
busy fighting over rare die varieties, while not paying attention to extremely rare overstrikes 
(though he winning bidder of this coin turned down an offer of double what it sold for, 
immediately after the auction by someone who had intended to bid much higher but lost their 
internet connection). While a VF Maris 17-K is a nice-but-not-special coin, this example is 
almost certainly unique over a regal British halfpence, and especially nice with the full date, 
peeking out near the New Jersey overstrike’s date. You won’t find another at triple the price 
OT TINO Cessation te eemeee Scene seca ene eae eae $1,750 


MZ. 





1786 New Jersey Copper. Maris 17-b. the “PLUKIBUS” reverse, Large Planchet. Rarity-3. 
Very Fine, a pleasing early die state example of this variety, struck on the typical large 
planchet found on this die state. Likely overstruck on a Connecticut copper, very faint traces 
of an undertype can be seen, but not enough to positively identify. Well struck, the legends 
are full and mostly strong, the top of the first reverse letter weaker than the rest; the date 
sharp save the bottom loop of the 8. The horse and plow design are strong and nicely 
detailed, while the distinct, very small, reverse shield shows about three-quarters of the lines 
within. The host coin was struck on a flawed planchet (a common occurrence on 1785-dated 
issues, less so with each subsequent year of coinage), and those of course are present on the 
New Jersey overstrike. Despite those flaws the surfaces are hard, and with just the most 
minor of marks from circulation. The R in PLURIBUS is broken at the top, giving this 
reverse the PLUKIBUS; this is not a true legend error with a wrong punch being used, but 
rather a punch that was broken. Still, it makes for a popular type coin, and 1s listed as such in 
the Redbook and other sources. High grade examples are known for the variety, with the 
Condition Census stretching from Unc down only to Choice EF, but they do get expensive. 
The Boyd-Ford-Partrick coin is not listed in the Siboni census, but was graded AUS55 in the 
March, 2021 auction of that collection, and realized $5,520. An affordable, attractive and 
pio) U6 Ce HU Cor 6 By 6a 0,0) | ¢ Oe ee ere $500 
The large planchet types were struck before the small planchet varieties, which come 
only in later die states. Many of the so-called large planchets are actually overstrikes 
on various host coins which were themselves of the larger size. Connecticut coppers 
are the most commonly seen undertype, including ones dated 1788 proving the 
variety was not struck in the year it is dated. But Maris 17-b’s are also known 
overstruck on a variety of other coins, including Vermont coppers, Nova 
Constellatios, Nova Eboracs, counterfeit British and Irish halfpennies, and French 
Sols. While the Maris 17-b is not struck over as many different host coins as the 
Maris 56-n “Camel Head” variety, the presence of such a wide variety of undertypes 
clearly indicates they were struck in or slightly after the Coppers Panic of 1789 when 
most copper coinage ceased to circulate — except for the New Jersey coppers, which 
were Still accepted by the state in payment of taxes and fees, and thus saw continued 
acceptance by merchants and the public. 


13. 


An Affordable Maris 18-J —a High Rarity-5 Variety 





1786 New Jersey Copper. Maris 18-J, the “Bridle” obverse. High Rarity-5. Very Good 
overall, some details of a sharper grade, but with planchet roughness that softens other areas 
enough that the VG grade is called for. The obverse is well struck, with the legend full, but 
with only a trace of the date visible at the bottom due to centering, a typical occurrence for 
the variety and mentioned specifically in the Siboni-Howes-Ish book; the horse and plow 
design are both fully outlined. The reverse has the first and last words — E and UNUM — 
indistinct, while PLURIBUS 1s full and mostly strong. The distinct wide shield shows over 
half of the lines within, usually indicative of a higher grade coin. Mottled medium brown, 
with lighter devices, the surfaces evenly rough as mentioned, with a small green corrosion 
spot to the left of the shield. This coin appeared as part of Lot 261 in the 2001 C4 
Convention auction where Tom Rinaldo agreed with the grade and said the piece was 
polished. It may have been, but in two decades of storage in paper envelopes it must have 
toned down to a more natural color, and even under a strong glass there is no trace of a 
former polishing. The obverse takes its nickname from a break from the horse’s snout which 
extends downward to its chest and out to the scroll below. There are just two AU examples 
in the Condition Census, with the remainder of that elite group made up of Choice VF coins. 
One of those was the Norweb-Partrick coin, which realized $8,400 in March 2021, while an 
example not listed in the census was the “E Pluribus Unum” collection piece which was 
graded EF40 and brought $9,600 when Stack’s Bowers sold it in November 2019. While 
clearly no challenge to the CC, the present example is something quite unusual in today’s 
market — an affordable example of a legitimately rare variety...................ccceeeeeee eee es $400 
This piece is a late version of Die State 2, the “bridle” break not quite fully formed 
from snout to chest, but extending past the chest to the scroll, slightly later than the 
DS§2 photo in the Siboni-Howes-Ish book, 


14. 


Maris 18-M, the “Bridle Variety” — 
PCGS XF45! 





1786 New Jersey Copper. Maris 18-M, the popular “Bridle” obverse, here in its full, late 
state. Rarity-3. Choice Extremely Fine, in a PCGS slab where this is accurately graded as 
XF45. A boldly struck example, the obverse very slightly off-center to the lower right, 
which causes the loss of only the denticles there, but gives a larger area of denticles at the 
upper left as a result; none of the legends or date are affected, and these are all bold, as one 
would expect from a coin in this higher grade level. The horse and plow are strong, the 
former showing a significant part of the eye, and there is just a touch of weakness at the very 
left of the scroll below the horse, which is the center of the planchet. The reverse is similarly 
choice, with the legend full, the very wide shield bold, with just the exact center weak. 
Medium chocolate brown, the surfaces are hard and choice, save for the small area of central 
weakness which, as expected, shows the original surface quality of the blank planchet there. 
Few marks from actual circulation, and a piece with wonderful eye appeal — and in a PCGS 
slab for those who prefer their coins that way. A Choice EF would normally be a coin that 
cracked (or even topped) the Condition Census for most varieties, but the Maris 18-M exists 
in high grade, with at least three Uncirculated examples known, the Condition Census 
rounded out with at least a half dozen AU’s. One of the Uncirculated pieces, graded an 
amazing MS66, was the Norweb-Partrick coin, a jaw-dropping, beautiful blazing red piece 
that realized an even more jaw-dropping $156,000 when it was sold in January 2021. A 
couple months later an AU55 from the Partrick collection sold for only $10,800. While these 
high grade pieces grab headlines (and drain pocketbooks) they are quite rare and will only be 
found in major collections; a look at the Siboni census shows few in holdings that will come 
on the market anytime soon. The vast majority of Maris 18-M’s exist in the VF range, and a 
Choice EF is still something special. If a five or six-figure coin is not in your collecting 
cards, then consider this choice specimen at............ cc ccc cece eee e eee e eee eeee eee nines $2,400 
From Stack’s Bowers sale of the November 2011 C4 auction, Lot 135; no lot ticket 
accompanies this coin but it is easily plate matched to that sale; it realized $2,300 a 
decade ago. 


15. 


Another Maris 18-M 
In the rare EARLY DIE STATE 
without the Bridle Diebreak 





1786 New Jersey Copper. Maris 18-M. Rarity-3 for the variety, Rarity-5 or so for this early 
die state WITHOUT the “bridle” die break on the obverse. Extremely Fine detail, which 
compares very favorably with the above coin, but with post-strike damage that greatly affects 
the value of the coin. Boldly struck, the legends full, the individual letters all strong, the date 
below just slightly less sharp but full. The horse shows much of the eye, the reverse shield 
shows most of the horizontal and vertical stripes within. Lighter brown surfaces, a pleasing 
enough color for any state copper. The obverse is pretty much clean and nice for the grade, 
which for most collectors is the better side. The reverse has been damaged with a couple 
blows from a hammer or other blunt object at the shield, resulting in lightly arced dents, one 
of which gives a small bend to the planchet when viewed from the edge. More damage 
includes additional dents above the first U which pushes the metal out past the circumference 
(though only visible from the reverse), and a thinner but broader dent above the RIBU which 
again gives a more noticeable bend in the planchet when viewed from the edge. The damage 
is a shame, given the strong design detail, full legends and date, and a much rarer die state 
than normally found. But the color and obverse surface quality still give that side some eye 
appeal. If you can tolerate the post-strike damage, the big trade-off is in price. The above 
EF is fairly priced in the low three-figures, this example with comparable detail is a tiny 
TAC OM OL WS TCC case cage re ean enss ase ncensy areas pacuatodeuayeusaeweresoedettarensasrenetiutes $350 
The Siboni-Howes-Ish book notes “the early die state without the break — the 
bridleless ‘bridle’ so to speak — is known but scarce. Curiously there are a few very 
high grade (AU or higher) ‘bridleless’ 1S-Ms...but in the Fine, Very Fine, and 
Extremely Fine range, a ‘brideleless’ 18-M is rarely encountered. When one does 
appear at auction, type collectors seem to look the other way while the variety and 
die state collectors compete, pushing the price to a level well beyond what the same 
coin with a ‘bridle’ would sell for.” 


16. 


The Rare Maris 18-N — ex Ted Craige 





1786 New Jersey Copper. Maris 18-N, the Bridle obverse, here in the perfect die state 
without the break. High Rarity-5. This is the Ted Craige coin and appeared as Lot 11315 of 
the Stack’s Bowers sale of his collection in January 2013. It was plated and ably described 
there as follows: 


1786 New Jersey Copper. Maris 18-N, W-4895. Rarity-5+. Wide Shield, Bridle. VF-20. 
150.1 grains. A duplicate specimen from Mr. Craige's inventory. Glossy dark chocolate 
brown with lighter devices. Finely granular, a bit smoothed in the fields. The rims have been 
battered all the way around, creating a raised rim but barely affecting design elements. A drill 
mark at the lower left side of the shield shows an opposing contact point above C of 
CAESAREA. A sharp example of a rare variety despite its issues. 


Understandably given somewhat short shrift 1n the sale because the lot before was Craige’s 
primary example of the variety — a Choice EF that was ex Dr. Thomas Hall and the finest 
known, which realized $47,000. The Siboni census includes another EF, with the other four 
spots consisting of only Choice VF coins. Newman had one that was graded EF in the May 
2014 sale of his collection by Heritage and was called there “possibly finest known” but 
didn’t even make the Siboni census, likely due to significant granularity on the upper obverse 
of that coin (a useful lesson that one person’s “finest known” is another person’s “meh’’). 
The variety was not included in either of the Partrick sales to contain New Jersey coppers, 
perhaps a telling comment on rarity. We note that a fair number of survivors of this rare 
variety seem to have some level of damage. Given the strong auction records for the few 
choice examples of the variety known it’s not surprising that prices for lower grade or 
damaged pieces are also strong when the variety (seldom) appears for sale in more affordable 


Easily plate matched to the Craige sale catalogue, though the coin no longer has 
Craige’s original envelope with it. Unfortunately some dealers and collectors do not 
appreciate the importance of these pieces of history and toss them aside: a 
shortsighted approach, as true collectors will often pay more for coins with this kind 
of historical ephemera! 


17. 


The Aptly Named Drunken Die-cutter Variety, 
Maris 19-M 





1786 New Jersey Copper. Maris 19-M, the “Drunken Die-cutter” variety. Rarity-5. Fine, 
high in that grade level in terms of strike and wear, surfaces not quite nice enough for the 
Choice level — which is often the case on this rare and popular variety. Well struck, the 
legends and date both full, the individual letters and numerals all strong. The horse and plow 
design is fully outlined, with a trace of finer detail — the horse’s head at a ridiculous angle, 
leading to the conclusion that the die was engraved after a three-pint lunch (a supposition 
supported by the first digit of the date being too far to the left as well). The wide shield on 
the reverse shows most of the horizontal and about half the vertical lines within, sharper than 
expected for a solid Fine (and we have seen coins with this much detail sold as full VF in the 
past). Dark chocolate brown fields with much lighter tan devices and legends, an attractive 
two-tone look. The surfaces with a dusting of minor roughness — not deep or disturbing, and 
not unusual for the variety. A few trivial marks from circulation as expected for the grade, 
but nothing glaring. A very difficult variety to find truly choice. The Siboni Condition 
Census has an unverified AU and five EF coins, all in major collections today. The 
Hessberg-Partrick coin was sold as a Fine 15 in March, 2021 (and brought $2,160) — it was 
marginally sharper than this, with better surfaces and probably deserved the VF grade it 
received when it was sold as part of the Hessberg sale three decades earlier. A VF in the 
Stack’s Bowers sale of November 2017 soared to an amazing $11,400, and an EF sold by the 
same firm just eight months earlier brought $35,250 in spirited bidding, just underscoring 
how difficult the variety is to find any decent condition. This is a most respectable example 
of a popular variety, well struck and with excellent detail for the grade. Given the level of 
recent auction records we think it a bargain at........ 0.0... ccc ccc cceee cece e cece eee e eee e eens $800 
The “Drunken Die-Cutter” nickname appears to have been first used in the middle of 
the 20" century; the first mention of it in print was in the 1955-8 manuscript on New 
Jersey coppers written by Walter Breen (unfortunately never published). The 
nickname was actually used first in the large cent series, where it refers to the 
“Fallen 4” 1794 variety known as Sheldon 63, the nickname apparently first used 
there by George H. Clapp. 


18. 


A Different Drunken Die-Cutter Variety — Maris 20-N 





1786 New Jersey Copper. Maris 20-N, another “Drunken Die-Cutter” variety. Rarity-4. 
Very Fine, with rather choice color. Boldly struck, the legends and date all sharp, the horse 
showing detail in the eye, mane and snout, and with nearly all of the lines in the wide reverse 
shield sharp. Lovely light golden brown color, the surfaces hard to the eye. The obverse 
shows light planchet flaws at the center-right area which were in the planchet prior to 
striking, while the reverse is choice for the grade; without the obverse flaws this would be a 
Choice VF, and many people wouldn’t have argued at an EF grade given the color and 
surface quality. While the Maris 19-M, offered above, is usually known as the Drunken Die- 
Cutter variety, this variety has also been called that in print (apparently a decade or so after 
the 19-M), and it’s easy to see why: the horse’s head 1s also tilted back dramatically, and the 
first digit of the date is not just too far to the left, but also thick and tilted at a wild angle. 
The Condition Census contains a couple AU’s and the rest are EF coins, so even a Choice VF 
wouldn’t crack that level. The Spiro-Oechsner-Partrick coin was a pleasing EF and brought 
$10,200 in March 2021, while the less-attractive “E Pluribus Unum” EF brought around half 
that amount, $5,280 in November 2019. An attractive coin in hand, the obverse flaws 
overpowered by the otherwise choice surfaces and nice COlOP............ 00... cece cece eees $700 
Purchased from the late Don Valenziano in 1989. 


19. 





1786 New Jersey Copper. Maris 21-N. Rarity-3. Choice Very Fine, a lovely example with 
nice, light color. Boldly struck, the legends and date all sharp. The horse shows nearly all 
the eye and mane detail, the plow below is bold, and the wide reverse shield has nearly all of 
the horizontal and vertical lines within sharp (the small area at the exact center of the coin 
being the only weak part of the design). Attractive light golden brown, with a few specks of 
darker color. There is a small verdigris spot at the base of the horse’s head on the obverse, 
and another above the first star on the reverse which do not detract much from the overall eye 
appeal. There are few marks from actual circulation, and the coin deserves the choice 
designation in every respect. There are some nice examples of the variety out there, 
including a pair of Uncirculated specimens, one of them an amazing red Uncirculated that 
was discovered in France in the last decade! A couple AU and several EF coins round out 
the Condition Census. That census has the Ford-Partrick coin in Choice AU as the fourth 
finest known, but it did not appear in the portion of the Partick collection already sold. In the 
March 2021 auction the variety was represented by the Spiro-Oechsner coin, graded VF30. 
This example shows nearly identical design detail and while it had harder surfaces, also had a 
few scratches. It realized $2,640 in spirited bidding. The sharper Choice EF “E Pluribus 
Unum” collection coin brought $5.040 in November 2021 — it was not known to the authors 
of the book, but would surely have made the Condition Census as it is equal to, if not better 
than, some of the EF’s that are on that list. This sharp specimen, with attractive color, will be 
difficult to improve upon without spending a lot more Money...................cce eee e ee ee es $800 


20. 


The Rare Maris 21-O 
From the Syd Martin Duplicates 





1786 New Jersey Copper. Maris 21-O. Rarity-5 (more likely R-5+). This is the Syd Martin 
duplicate coin, sold as Lot 4142 of the Stack’s Bowers November 2017 sale, and it was 
plated and described there as follows: 


1786 New Jersey Copper. Maris 21-O, W-4915. Rarity-5. Wide Shield, Curved Plow 
Beam. Fine-15. 152.2 grains. This sharp example of a very scarce die combination exhibits 
finely textured surfaces with a patch of more severe pitting in the lower right quadrant of the 
obverse. The surfaces are ruddy brown with a swath of iridescent rainbow toning around 
central reverse. Syd calls this specimen VG/VF on his envelope, which is perhaps a better 
shorthand indication of the amount of detail remaining on each side. 

Provenance: From the Syd Martin Collection. Purchase privately from Jeff Kierstead Rare 
Coins, December 1999. 


The Siboni-Howes-Ish book authors note that when Dr. Maris wrote his book in 1881 he 
knew of just five examples of the variety, and though more have been discovered since that 
“Maris 21-O is very scarce indeed and probably toward the high end of R5. Nice examples 
are very difficult to find.” The Condition Census published in that book contains the few 
really choice ones — a pair each in Unc and AU, and the rest in EF grade. But those pieces 
are mainly in large collections, and quite expensive when they do appear for sale. The Spiro- 
Partrick piece was graded Unc in the book and AU53 when offered in the March 2021 
auction, which seems like a more accurate grade; it realized $13,800. An exception to the 
high prices was Anton’s “unverified” EF which did appear in the “E Pluribus Unum” sale 
which had a little roughness but was still a bargain at just $1,200. The present example has 
very sharp detail, and getting just that level of sharpness with nicer surfaces would likely 
INCTEASE THE PLICE MV ClONC .s.csn2icdawasaaharesaeesuadoersGse~sanade setaewdewseerevamesswebasennes $375 
In Syd Martin’s original handwritten envelope, with Jeff Kierstead’s ticket included. 


ZA. 


The Taylor — Rescigno — Lorenzo Maris 21-P 





1786 New Jersey Copper. Maris 21-P. Rarity-5. Very Fine, strongly in that grade level in 
terms of strike and wear. Boldly struck, the legend and date all razor sharp, the horse’s head 
showing nearly a full ye and strong mane detail, while the thin horizontal shield lines are 
nearly full, though with the usual weakness at the center of this side affecting the vertical 
lines. On these small shield varieties those lines are often not visible at all, while here they 
are about three-quarters full. In terms of detail this 1s just a shade off the plate coin for the 
variety in the Siboni-Howes-Ish book, though that one has far nicer color and surface quality, 
as one would expect on a high-CC level coin. If this coin had the same color and surface as 
that, a full EF grade level would not have raised an eyebrow amongst collectors. However, 
the surfaces are a dark olive, somewhat dull in appearance and with a scattering of light 
raised corrosion spots on either side. Despite the surface issues, this is a very sharply struck 
example, and is one that has graced several notable collections of the series. It was in the 
Frederick Taylor collection sold by Bowers and Merena in March 1987 (Lot 2188), then to 
the Harry Rescigno collection, where it was sold by the same firm in November 1989 (Lot 
1577, the catalogue called the Saccone collection), then to collector John Lorenzo, and sold 
with his collection in Stack’s sale of January 2008 (Lot 5566) where it was graded “VF30 for 
sharpness, then to our own Fixed Price List #19, issued in 2010. There we noted that the 
variety was missing from the Norweb collection in any grade, and that many collectors had to 
settle for VF or lower grade examples of the variety — including Harold Bareford (later in the 
Foreman sale), Henry Garrett (earlier the Spiro coin), John Griffee, Herbert Oechsner, and 
Scott Barnes (later in the O’Donnell sale). The Siboni Condition Census calls for a Gem 
Uncirculated piece from the Ford and Partrick collections, but the Partrick coin sold in March 
2021 was a different Ford piece, a Choice EF that brought $5,280. Further confusing CC 
matters, the “E Pluribus Unum” collection coin sold in November 2019 was a Choice AU 
that was not included in the census. When several notable collections could not locate an 
example appreciably sharper than the present coin, it is one worth considering............ $750 
Accompanied by the original lot tickets from the Rescigno/Saccone and Lorenzo 
collection sales, as well as Lorenzo’s handwritten envelope, with detailed notes and 
the Taylor provenance recorded. No lot ticket from the Taylor sale is present. 


2. 


DS: 





1786 New Jersey Copper. Maris 23-R. Rarity-3. Nearly Extremely Fine in terms of strike 
and wear, surface quality not as sharp, so a higher-end Very Fine grade is more fitting. Well 
struck, as is usually the case for this variety, the legends bold on either side, the tiny date 
with just the top of the 6 weaker than the rest (a fate common to the variety, including the 
Gem Uncirculated Siboni plate coin!). The horse shows a sharp eye and much of the mane 
detail. As usual for the thin shield types, the shield is outlined, but the lines within are weak, 
with somewhere between one-third and one-half of them visible. Dark mahogany surfaces, a 
scattering of light roughness visible with a glass, though to the unaided eye the surfaces just 
look a little dull. Lighter-colored striations on either side were in the original planchet before 
it was struck. A well-struck example of this plentiful variety, priced at just................ $450 





1786 New Jersey Copper. Maris 24-R. High Rarity-5. Fine overall, some obverse detail a 
bit sharper. Generally well struck, the legend is full on either side, the letters mostly bold, 
the date with the first three digits sharp, the final one partially lost to some light roughness. 
The horse’s head shows some eye and mane detail, while the reverse shield is fully outlined 
but shows none of the stripes within. Medium brown, the designs and legends a few shades 
lighter, an attractive look. The surfaces display very light, but even roughness, though few 
notable marks from circulation. Unique when Maris wrote his book, two known just three 
decades later, the Maris 24-R is today considered rare, with 31-50 or so specimens known in 
all grades — yet few are known truly choice. The Siboni census has a single Unc and AU, a 
pair of EF’s and the remainder of the census with VF coins; a detailed listing of VF and 
lower coins can be found on our FPL #19 issued in 2010. Difficult to find above VG, and 
auction prices reflect that. The Parsons-Ford-Partrick coin was graded Choice Fine (F15) 
and brought $5,760 in spirited bidding. It was marginally sharper, and with much nicer 
surface quality, but this one is an awful lot less expensive, not a bad trade-off for the 
COM CLOT OI DS aa ose exes peered se pereronacein ae eat aed nb ews eter een ne onenaemeinoute: $550 


24. 


The Gilbert Steinberg - Clem Schettino Maris 25-S 
A High Rarity-5 Variety 





1786 New Jersey Copper. Maris 25-S. High Rarity-5. 143.2 grains. Fine, some details 
closer to the full Very Fine grade, especially on the reverse. This is the Clem Schettino 
specimen, and appeared as Lot 4274 in the Stack’s January 2010 sale of his collection of 
New Jersey coppers. It was plated and partially described as follows: 


1786 New Jersey copper. Maris 25-S, W-4980. Rarity-5+. Fine-12. 143.2 grains. 27.6 mm. 
Nice medium brown with contrasting tan devices, an appealing two toned scheme. Lightly 
granular but inoffensively so, especially considering the grade. A little rim cut is present 
above A of NOVA, small rim bruise at left end of the exergual line, hidden old scrape within 
shield. A more than decent example of this rare variety, one with only 17 examples known to 
Hodder and none graded finer than VF in private hands. 


The Maris 25-S is the rarest of the four varieties to share the “S” reverse and doesn’t exist 
truly choice — the finest listed by Siboni is an EF, forever off the market in the New Jersey 
Historical Society collection. The rest of the census is made up of Choice VF and solid VF 
coins. The Betts-Garret-Taylor coin is the second finest in the Siboni census, called Choice 
VF there (but EF in Taylor and the 2009 C4 sale where it last appeared, realizing $3,737,50 
there). The Miller-Ryder-Boyd-Ford-Partrick coin brought $5,280 in Marsh 2021 and was 
graded there as F15, but VF in the Siboni census, which seems the accurate grade. The “E 
Pluribus Unum” collection piece was graded VF, but highly striated and brought $4,560 in 
November 2021. The Ford-Partrick specimen is marginally sharper than this, though with a 
lighter color and a “Who’s Who” of previous owners. Still, this one will likely rank in the 
top dozen or so known examples of the variety, and is a lot more affordable than those sold 
recently that were just a slightly higher grade level. We think this one quite a good buy at 


Earlier from the Stack’s sale of the Gilbert Steinberg collection, sold in October 1989 
(Lot 126). The original lot ticket from both the Steinberg and Schettino sales 
accompany this coin. We purchased the coin from the Schettino sale and it was sold 
as Lot 468 of our Fixed Price List #19, issued in late 2010. 


Zo: 


26. 





1786 New Jersey Copper. Maris 26-S. High Rarity-5. Fine details, surfaces lightly but 
evenly rough which softens some detail. Still not bad for this rarer variety that is notoriously 
difficult to find in choice condition. A few letters in the legend are weak or lost, the date 1s 
strong, and the design detail is sharp, including some of the horse’s eye and about one third 
of the shield lines in the distinct heart-shaped shield. While the surfaces do have the light 
roughness, the color is a nice lighter brown, which does help the overall eye appeal. A rare 
enough variety, unknown truly choice — the Siboni Condition Census contains a pair of EF’s, 
with the remainder made up of VF coins. Ford’s VF, the lowest CC piece in the census, 
brought $3,450 when last sold in October 2003. Partrick’s Choice Fine brought $2,040 in 
March 2021, and the lightly rough “E Pluribus Unum” collection coin in Fine brought $1,020 
in November 2019. This has nearly the detail, at a fraction of the price.....................$450 





1787 New Jersey Copper. Maris 27-S. Low Rarity-5. Fine, some reverse detail closer to the 
full VF level. The legends and date are full, the letters and numbers all strong. Typical later 
obverse die state with a diebreak between NO of NOVA advancing into die failure at the 
middle of the obverse, though not yet the latest state where much of the lower part of the 
horse is lost. The hear-shaped shield shows nearly all the lines within. Darker brown fields 
with lighter devices, an attractive look. Lightly rough surfaces as often seen on the variety, 
though nicely free of any damage or major marks from circulation. Hard to find appreciably 
better, the Condition Census has a single AU at the top and drops to Choice VF for the fifth 
and sixth coins. In Ray Williams’ census notes published in Penny-Wise, he lists just 10 
coins grading better than F/VF, with 17 coins grading from solid Fine down to Good, 
showing just how rare the variety is in anything approaching nice condition. A more than 
acceptable example of this very scarce Varlety........... 0c. ccc cece cece e eee e ee eee eee ee eaes $550 
Purchased privately from Clem Schettino. 


Zi. 





1787 New Jersey Copper. Maris 28-S. Low Rarity-5. Strong Fine in terms of strike, the 
surfaces not quite up to the Choice designation, but still rather nice for this very scarce 
variety. The obverse legend is full, the final letter weaker than the rest but visible, the date 
all there; the horse’s head shows significant detail in the eye and snout, the plow below 
strong. The reverse legend is also full, the IB of PLURIBUS at the top weaker than the rest 
but all visible, and the distinct heart-shaped shield showing well over three-quarters of the 
lines within. Medium brown color, an attractive hue for a variety that 1s often seen dark and 
rough. The fields show a number of tiny striations that were there before the coin was struck, 
but also a number of small marks from circulation, and some toned down scratches in the 
right obverse field. While there are a pair of Uncirculated pieces known, the Condition 
Census falls fast, and VF’s make up the bottom half of that list. This is a most acceptable 
example of a variety that will be difficult to find better — the striated but EF “E Pluribus 
Unum” coin brought $4,800 in November 2019, this one is jUSt................cc cece cece eee $650 
Purchased from New England Rarities at the January 2013 FUN show. 


Scott Barnes’s Maris 29-L 





28. 


1787 New Jersey Copper. Maris 29-L. Rarity-5. Fine. This is the Scott Barnes coin, 
offered as Lot 351 of the 1996 C4 Convention auction featuring his collection, described 
there by Tom Rinaldo as follows: “F12. 146.7 gns. Chestnut brown with some tan 
highlighting. Surfaces lightly granular but appearing glossy none the less. Well centered and 
problem free. The obverse always strikes weak on this scarce variety.” A very scarce 
variety, the Condition Census descends to VF coins for the lower half. This attractive piece 
WIL MICE DFOVENANCE 1S USE iics.co.0a0a0se0 eaveesservenssers cede cssearboerseesanmnereeseseeoseas $400 
Accompanied by the original lot ticket from the Scott Barnes sale, October 1996. 


29. 





30. 





1787 New Jersey Copper. Maris 30-L. Rarity-4. Very Fine, high in that grade in terms of 
strike, the obverse slightly weakened by the usually-seen failure extending from the middle 
of the plow through the lower part of the horse. Bold otherwise, the legends and date all 
razor sharp, the horse showing nearly all of the eye, snout and mane, and the reverse shield 
with all the shield lines save the small area at the exact center vivid. Medium chestnut 
brown, the surfaces with a very light dusting of micro-roughness which is not distracting 
since they are otherwise clean and with a choice color. A small planchet flaw near the rim 
above the A of NOVA — not a rim bump! — but few marks from actual circulation give the 
piece nice eye appeal for the grade. The variety can be found nicer, as the Condition Census 
is made up of AU and EF coins, but they get pricey. Partrick’s AU brought $4,560 in March 
2021 and Syd Martin’s cleaned AU duplicate brought $4,080 in November 2017. This clean 
andattraclive 184 200d DUY al JUS ccecceccodanecananersaccertanteydonceeedraeysexsoe serdorenzneres: $450 


1760133 
STULL 





1787 New Jersey Copper. Maris 32-T. Rarity-2. Choice Very Fine, PCGS Graded VF35. A 
boldly-struck and attractive example of this plentiful variety. As expected for the grade 
level, very nearly of EF quality, the coin is razor sharp. The legends are full, the individual 
letters all strong, as is the date. The horse shows most of the eye, nostril and mane detail, 
while every line within the reverse shield is bold. Medium golden brown, the surfaces hard 
and with a bit of natural gloss to them, with a few specks of darker toning. There are some 
natural planchet flaws on either side, the most noticeable in the right obverse field in front of 
the horse’s torso — these were there before the coin was struck and do not detract for us (or 
for PCGS). Maris 32-T is an attractively designed variety and exists in higher grades (the 
census runs from Gem Uncirculated to Choice EF), which makes it perfect for the type 
collector who can get a well detailed coin without a premium for condition rarity......... $700 


31. 


A Near Condition Census Maris 33-U 





1787 New Jersey Copper. Maris 33-U. Rarity-4. Choice Very Fine, a well struck example 
of this scarce variety. Struck slightly off-center towards two o’clock which gives a full set of 
denticles opposite but does nothing other than push the tops of a few reverse letters close to 
the planchet edge. The legend is full, the individual letters sharp, as is the date. The horse is 
a trifle weak at the tip of its neck, as usual for the issue, but shows eye, nose and mane detail 
and the plow below is strong. The reverse shield has a small area of weakness at the exact 
center, most of the lines within bold. Darker olive brown, the surfaces hard but a bit dull; a 
glass will pick up a trace of light roughness, as well as a few ancient circulation marks, 
including some light hairline scratches on the horse which have toned down and aren’t 
visible to the naked eye. A surprisingly difficult variety to locate in ANY condition, the 
Condition Census ends with a pair of Choice VF’s, the finest a solitary AU. While the 
sharpness level would put this at the bottom of that census, the darker color, somewhat dull 
surfaces and light marks probably move it to the “runner up” category, but likely within the 
top 12-15 known. The variety gets much more expensive just a shade nicer — we note the 
Hall-Brand-Ford-Partrick coin was graded Choice VF in the Siboni census, full EF when 
offered in the March 2021 sale of the Partrick New Jersey coppers, and realized $7,500 there. 
The November 2019 sale of the “E Pluribus Unum” collection had a pair, one graded AU at 
$7,800 and another in VF at $2,400. The latter coin had the same detail as this, though with 
far nicer color and surface quality. Still, the tradeoff comes in price, and this one with the 
same detail will cost you 70% less MONCY........... ccc cece eee cece eee e eee e eee eee e eee teens $600 
From the August, 1992 Early American Numismatics sale, accompanied by the 
original auction flip. 


32. 


The Popular “Deer Head” Variety 
overstruck on another copper coin 





1787 New Jersey Copper. Maris 34-J, the “Deer Head” variety. Rarity-3. Very Fine, 
strongly struck but on a somewhat problematic planchet. The obverse is bold, with the 
legend full, the date sharp — though in this late Die State [V example a large cud has formed, 
nestled between the two middle digits, but somehow not obliterating them. The distinct 
shaped head, looking far more like a deer than a horse, shows most of the eye and mane, 
while the plow below is sharp. The reverse is almost always found a grade weaker than the 
obverse, especially at the periphery, and this is no exception. E PLURIBUS is full and 
mostly sharp, but only part of UNUM can be seen. The shield is sharper than expected, with 
nearly all the horizontal and 90% of the vertical lines within bold. Overstruck on another 
coin, likely a Connecticut copper, but without enough detail of the host coin still visible to be 
sure; the only part easily visible is an arm and branch emerging from the center to the lower- 
middle right of the shield, and once oriented traces of some letters from the host coin suggest 
themselves. Medium olive brown, the surfaces hard enough to the eye on the obverse, 
though there are a number of light planchet flaws at the top of this side, which appear to have 
been on the host coin when it was overstruck. The reverse has more even roughness which is 
a common occurrence for the variety. Some old circulation marks, including some ancient 
scratches on the obverse have toned down and aren’t visible without the aid of a glass. A 
well-struck example of this naked-eye type coin, made even more interesting by overstrike 
and very late die state. This will be hard to appreciably upgrade without spending a lot more 
money. The EF in the “E Pluribus Unum” sale of November 2019, ex Hall-Brand-Bareford, 
brought $7,200. This is fUust..............cc cece cece eee e eee e cent ee eens tees eases eeneeeeeeaeeeeens $600 
Reverse J is one of the more interesting dies, as it was used on both 1786 and 1787 
dated coins, this being called a “biennial die.” In 1989 Michael Hodder wrote a 
paper solely on this reverse and found, somewhat surprisingly, that the Maris 34-J 
was the only variety found in all five of the die states he identified. As the authors of 
the Siboni-Howes-Ish book note “production of Maris 34-J was interrupted many 
times only to be resumed after the J reverse was used in other combinations. This 
evidence is contrary to the notion held by some that a mint would strike coins using a 
single die pair until one of the dies needed to be retired, at which point the retired die 
was replaced by a fresh one and coin production resumed. ”’ 


oor 


The Very Rare Maris 34-V 
OVERSTRUCK ON A MARIS 35-J 
One of just 10 confirmed overstrikes ! 





1787 New Jersey Copper. Maris 34-V, Overstruck on a Maris 35-J. Rarity-6. Fine/Very 
Good, the reverse always weaker than the obverse on this very rare variety. This example 
appeared as Lot 5 in the 2019 Early American Coppers convention auction, and was 
described there as “An exciting example of this rare and desirable variety. While most Maris 
34-Vs are struck over Connecticut coppers, a few are known struck over other New Jersey 
Deer Head varieties. Here we have one of the latter. Each side shows clear undertype 
rotated approximately 45 degrees CCW from the main 34-V strike. The reverse undertype is 
clearly reverse J. The obverse shows an exergue line and part of the 87 of a date that appears 
to match up best with obverse 35. The coin itself 1s very decent for the variety with nice 
chocolate brown color and just some minor roughness and flaws and a slightly bent planchet. 
More pleasing than is often encountered.” It was graded VG8 in that sale, a grade which 1s 
fitting for the reverse but too harsh for the obverse — indeed, the obverse of this one shows 
nearly the same detail as the plate coin in the Siboni-Howes-Ish book which is graded full VF 
(though that has nicer surfaces). As we have stated in the past, EAC “net grading” is 
particularly harsh on state coinages which were rarely struck to the same standards of (and 
with equipment equal to) the Philadelphia mint. 

This is certainly a variety with some mystery. Reverse V has the smallest shield in the 
entire New Jersey copper series, and is used only in this combination, but seems to have 
failed very early, with nearly all of the shield disappearing due to die failure. The 34-V 
seems to only exist overstruck on other coins, and is one of the few varieties found 
overstruck on other New Jersey coppers. Amazingly these overstrikes all seem to use the 
same host coin variety: Maris 35-J. The Siboni book lists eight examples overstruck on other 
New Jersey coppers, two of which were previously attributed as Maris 34-J; the specimen in 
the “E Pluribus Unum auction and this one, whose weight of 129.6 grains doesn’t match any 


of the listed ones, would make for ten specimens. The authors speculate that the overstrikes 
may have been done to “correct a batch that was deemed unacceptable due to the extreme 
failure of obverse 35” — though other New Jersey copper varieties have equal or even greater 
die failure without being subjected to overstriking with different dies. Another theory is that 
the group of 35-J’s that were overstruck had been weakly struck or from dies that were 
misaligned resulting in coins that may not have been accepted in circulation — yet, again, 
other varieties with weak strikes and misalignment found acceptance in commerce and did 
not need to be overstruck. There is also no reason why weakly struck examples of 35-J 
couldn’t simply be struck again with those same dies when that was noticed, instead of by a 
completely different die pair. 

As we noted, the Maris 34-V variety has more than its share of mystery left to unravel! 
Besides coming overstruck on Maris 34-J the variety 1s known overstruck on Connecticut 
and Machin’s Mills coppers, while one of the pieces over a Maris 35-J has that coin 
overstruck on a 1788-dated Ryder 16 Vermont copper (a ridiculously interesting coin, 
obviously showing that the 34-V and 35-J issues were struck after the date they bear). 

The Maris 34-V over a 35-J over a Ryder 16 Vermont copper was previously in the 
Richard Picker collection, and appeared in the “E Pluribus Unum” auction of November 
2019 where it brought $19,200 in frenzied bidding. But that sale also had another example, a 
previously unknown EF coin also over a Maris 35-J, perhaps showing more of the host coin 
than any other example, and which soared to $28,800. Clearly these overstrikes over Maris 
35-J’s are something special and rarely encountered. 

With just 10 confirmed Maris 34-V over 35-J strikes, one of which is permanently off the 
market in the ANS collection and most of the others in major collections that may not appear 
anytime soon, one may not have the luxury of being too picky about what to add to your 
collection! The Maris 34-V variety itself is often found dark, rough, and in lower grades — 
the present example would be much better than average even if it were overstruck on 
something like a generic Connecticut copper. But over a Maris 35-J it is special, and a coin 
worthy of attention. With recent five-figure auction records for this overstrike, this one is 
more than fairly priced at JUSt...... 0.00... c cece cece cece e nee e eee e eee e ee ene ee eastenaeeeeees $3,500 

Accompanied by the original lot ticket from the 2019 EAC auction. 





Maris 34-V overstruck on Maris 35-J, photo oriented relative to the undertype 


34. 


THE EXTREMELY RARE MARIS 36-J 
A High Rarity-6 Variety! 





1787 New Jersey Copper. Maris 36-J, the “Stray Dog” variety. High Rarity-6. Fine overall. 
This specimen appeared as Lot 6235 in the Stack’s Bowers auction of October 2014 where it 
was plated and very ably described as follows: 


1787 New Jersey Copper. Maris 36-J. Rarity-6+. Stray Dog. Fine-12 Heavy Scratches. 
Evenly toned olive-copper surfaces are not without problems, but virtually all of the devices 
on the reverse are discernible, and some bolder detail 1s also noted for the shield. On the 
obverse, the periphery is clear enough to read most of the legend and the first two digits in 
the date. The central obverse is obscured by a large concentration of heavy scratches, 
however, but the horse's ears are clear which, when combined with the crude lettering in the 
words NOVA CAESAREA confirm this elusive and highly prized _ variety. 
This rare variety was offered in Taylor (1987) in "Fine-12 or better" and was noted as "far 
finer" than the Garrett coin. Another specimen was called "About Good" in the Ford 
Collection (Part I, 2003), at which point it was still deemed to be Low Rarity-7. At the time 
of the Ford sale the cataloger had seen but six examples of Maris 36-J, though a few more 
specimens have come to light in the ensuing years. It is, however, still an imposing rarity and 
strong bids should be the order of the day when this particular example crosses the auction 
block. 


Maris considered this variety unique when his book was published in 1881 — but it wasn’t 
actually even unique in that book! He had a second example, a double struck piece with two 
obverses (one side likely struck from an obverse brockage that had stuck to the reverse die in 
the press), which he illustrated as his variety 82 (and specialists later called Maris 82-hh). 
This exact specimen appeared in the Stack’s Bowers March 2017 sale of the Shaw collection, 
where the cataloguer there considered it more of mint sport rather than an unintentional error 
strike. We may never know that for sure, but regardless of how it was produced, it certainly 
saw extensive circulation, so not having a reverse was no detriment for its acceptance as 


currency. When Ted Craige found his example in the late 1960s there were three known, 
when Walter Breen wrote his mammoth Encyclopedia he knew of six, the same number 
Hodder knew of when writing the Ford catalogue in 2003. As expected, with the appearance 
of old collections on the market (and the wonders of eBay), other previously unknown 
examples have appeared, but the total number known appears to be around 15 coins, most of 
which are heavily worn, rough, damaged or have other problems. 

The Siboni-Howes-Ish book includes much enlarged photographs of NOVA in the 
obverse legend that show hand strengthening between three different die states. The authors 
put forth the possibility that Maris 36-J may have been struck at one of the counterfeit mints 
given the crude look of the obverse de, especially the unusual style of the letters and date 
which appear hand engraved. Had obverse 36 come with an equally crude reverse then no 
one would doubt that it was a contemporary counterfeit issue, but it uses the sturdy 
workhorse reverse J which was paired with ten different obverse dies, dated both 1786 and 
1787, and all from the authorized mint. Reverse J comes in several different die states 
(Hodder describes five, the Siboni book uses just three), and while it is in the last three of 
Hodder’s die states when paired with obverse 36, the swelling is still relatively minor in the 
initial strikes of the variety — certainly not enough for the coiners to toss out the die, as they 
used others far past this point of deterioration! It makes less sense for a genuine die to end 
up in a counterfeit mint than it does to suggest that the obverse die was just an anomaly. 
Perhaps engraved quickly when a die broke, perhaps engraved by someone new when a 
more-talented engraver wasn’t available, perhaps the die itself was damaged before 
hardening and rather than wasting good die steel, it was lapped and the details then 
strengthened by hand over the outlines of what would still be visible. The fact that obverse 
40 shows a similar hand strengthening of some letters in the legend adds credence to this idea 
(and the horse’s head there is just as dissimilar to other equine heads in the series as obverse 
36 is) 

A respectable enough example of this very rare variety — indeed, other than the single 
Choice EF Garrett-Anton coin, the entire Condition Census consists of coins graded Fine, 
while the 9" and 10" specimens on that list are the VG Ted Craige and the Good Maris plate 
coin (for both obverse and reverse, which last appeared in the Stack’s Bowers sale of the 
Shaw collection, and realized $16,400). The plate coin in the Siboni-Howes-Ish book is 
called the Ford example there, but is not actually that coin, which graded AG in the Ford sale 
(likely VG overall today), and realized $6,900 way back in October 2003. A very porous 
Good in the Stack’s Bowers March 2014 sale hammered at a bit over $9,100, and the rough 
VG Ted Craige example in the same firms January 2013 sale brought nearly $6,500; a few 
years earlier in March 2010 the Scherff specimen was sold, again by Stack’s Bowers, a rough 
VG with a large chunk of planchet missing, yet still hammering at $6,325. The Heritage 
archives show but a single example, a corroded piece called VG but sharper than that in 
detail, which sold in September 2005 for an amazing $11,500. Tellingly, there was no 
example of the variety in the Partrick collection in any grade. The scratches do detract a bit, 
but in terms of sharpness this is up there with most of the Fine coins listed in the Siboni 
census. A very rare chance to obtain an even rarer variety of New Jersey copper — the Maris 
36-J is certainly one of the varieties that a collector will need to acquire to move from the 90- 


Accompanied by the original lot ticket from the Stack’s Bowers October 2014 
auction. 


3D: 


Maris 37-J, the “Goiter” Obverse 
High Rarity-5 Variety 





1787 New Jersey Copper. Maris 37-J, the “Goiter” obverse. High Rarity-5. Fine/Very Fine, 
the reverse a grade sharper than the obverse, as often the case on the variety. The legends are 
full on either side, the letters ranging from a bit weak to bold, and the date is strong. The 
horse’s is fully outlined, though not with much detail visible like the eye which we generally 
like to see for a VF grade. The reverse shield is bold though, with all of the horizontal lines 
and nearly all of the vertical ones within it sharply delineated. Very dark olive brown, the 
surfaces with a light, even roughness to them, the obverse with a number of ancient pin 
scratches which have toned down to the surface color and aren’t very noticeable without the 
aid of a magnifying glass. A small planchet clip at the upper obverse/lower reverse touches 
nothing, but may be useful for provenance tracing. The “goiter” diebreak under the horse’s 
neck is large, making for a naked-eye type coin. A rare variety, and one that is very difficult 
to find choice — the Condition Census has just EF’s and three VF’s included — and pieces in 
VF and EF grades bring very strong money when they are offered. One of those EF’s was 
the Partrick-Ford coin which hammered at $12,000 in March 2021 (while a VG in the same 
sale brought $1,100). The Ted Craige coin was called EF when it sold in January 2013 (at an 
amazing $23,500) but was called Choice VF in the Siboni census — the color on that one was 
better than nearly all other 37-J’s we’ve ever seen, and may well deserve the higher grade. 
The finest in the Siboni census is the Keller coin, sold by Heritage in October 2010 was 
graded EF, but with some roughness and planchet flaws — and given a “details” holder 
because of that! — and realized $16,675. The Picker-Shaw coin was a solid Fine and brought 
$3,055 when sold by Stack’s Bowers in March 2017 while the cleaned example in the “E 
Pluribus Unum” collection was graded VF detail (though no sharper than the one offered 
here) and brought $1,800 in November 2019. While not perfect, this is a most respectable 
example of a very difficult variety — and clearly even a small upgrade from this coin 
represents a sizeable jump in price! Even better, it’s offered at less money than the lower- 
gerade VG Partrick coin sold just a few month ag0.......... cece cece ecceceeesesststsseeeeeeeeeeeD LOO 


36. 


The Underappreciated Maris 37-Y 





1787 New Jersey Copper. Maris 37-Y, the “Goiter’ obverse. Rarity-5. Fine/Good, net Very 
Good overall; the reverse much weaker than the obverse as often the case on this rare variety. 
The obverse legend is all visible, the CAE of CAESAREA weaker than the rest but there, the 
remainder of the letters and the date below sharp for the grade. The horse’s head is fully 
outlined, showing the prominent goiter break on its chin, and the plow below is sharp. The 
reverse is a different story, and while E and UNUM are mostly indistinct, PLURIBUS is 
mostly strong. The shield is a mix of weakness and strength — not quite completely outlined, 
very weakly brought up, yet showing about one-third of the horizontal and vertical lines 
within, the weakness thus being from strike and not excessive wear. Mottled golden brown 
with slightly darker hues, an attractive color, the surfaces with a light, even roughness to 
them and a few trivial planchet flaws that were there before the coin was struck. One of the 
more difficult varieties to find nice — the Siboni Condition Census contains a single VF coin, 
with the remainder being Fine’s of varying sharpness and quality. That list brings up the 
very real problem with any Condition Census — it is not written in stone, and is only the 
opinion of the author(s) who wrote it. Most collectors would look at the example illustrated 
for the variety and consider it above the Fine grade level it was given. The example in the “E 
Pluribus Unum” collection was not even included in the census, yet was slabbed as EF40 
when offered in the November 2019 auction (where it realized $6,000) and it was certainly 
more attractive overall than the Hessberg-Shaw coin which is listed as the second finest — 
that coin was graded Fine+ in the Siboni census, but was graded EF when offered at auction 
where it brought $2,350 in April 2017 (and we think it somewhere between those two grades, 
yet a third opinion!). A lesson, in the end, to perhaps not worry too much about what 
someone else grades a coin, but instead decide if you personally like it, want it in your 
collection, and agree on its value when it is offered to you. There wasn’t an example of this 
variety in the Partrick collection sold thus far, so perhaps he never found one that he actually 
liked. The coin offered here won’t embroil you in the Condition Census debate however, and 
TS ICCA (US Users areeecter reese enn ane totes eyaasea wees ssi aevacteaeeee seen pene evecare: $200 


37. 


Terminal Die State Maris 37-f 





1787 New Jersey Copper. Maris 37-f, the “Goiter’” obverse. Rarity-4. Fine, some details a 
tad sharper, but not enough to warrant a higher grade. An attractive example of this scarce 
variety, struck from the latest state of this reverse die, called DS4 in the Siboni-Howes-Ish 
book. The obverse legend 1s full, the letters nearly all strong, as is the date below. The horse 
shows a hint of eye and mane detail, the plow below sharp. The reverse also has the legend 
full, the final letter a touch weaker than the rest but all there, while the shield shows very 
strong lines within at the far right, less so at the center and left — those areas clearly 
weakened by the massive die failure and breaks. Medium olive brown, the surfaces with a 
hard enough look to the naked eye, while a glass shows a very light roughness. The obverse 
has some minor hairline scratches on the horse, toned down and hard to see, while the reverse 
has some larger scratches across the shield that are more noticeable. There is something 
poetic in this variety, as the authors of the book note —“Maris 37-f is both an ending and a 
beginning.” This die combination was the first use of obverse 37, and the final use of reverse 
f. This reverse was first paired with 1788-dated obverses (Maris 49 and 50, the famous 
“Head Left” types), then with 1787-dated obverse 48 and, lastly obverse 37. The variety also 
tells us something about the coiners: as the 1787-dated coins with this reverse were struck 
after those dated 1788, the coiners clearly didn’t care about striking coins only in a given 
calendar year. They also didn’t care about turning out perfect product — this reverse die was 
broken before it was paired with this obverse, but that was not enough to take it out of 
service and, indeed, it appears to have been used until it shattered completely. This latter 
observation should cause one to think, for there are many dies that show no damage, or very 
little, yet for some reason are taken out of production, while others get worked to the end. 
Things like this are what make the hobby so darned interesting! Partrick’s was graded VG, 
though we thought it closer to Fine, and brought just $780, while the VF in the “E Pluribus 
Unum” sale did significantly better at $5,040. The Condition Census has an unverified AU, a 
pair of EF’s and the remainder in VF. This is an eye-catching example with the dramatic late 
reverse die state, and is offered at less than what the Partrick coin recently brought...... $550 


38. 


Ted Craige’s Maris 38-Y 


Near Condition Census 


— 





1787 New Jersey Copper, Maris 38-Y, a “Small Head” obverse. Rarity-3. Very Fine, high 
in that grade level in terms of strike and wear received, planchet more average in quality. 
This is the Ted Craige specimen, which appeared as Lot 11347 in the Stack’s Bowers 
January 2013 sale of his collection, where it was illustrated and described as follows: 


1787 New Jersey Copper. Maris 38-Y, W-5170. Rarity-3. Outlined Shield, Small Head. 
VF-30. 145.6 grains. Attractive and glossy dark olive with the fine granularity of an earthen 
patina. Quite sharp for this variety, though not fully detailed inside the shield. Several old 
scrapes are seen on both sides, probably to remove areas of heavier patina from the fields. 
Still a sharp and collectible example of this variety. 

Provenance: From the Ted L. Craige Collection. Earlier from our (Stack's) Tice Family 


Collection sale, June 1962, lot 93. Paper envelope with attribution and pedigree notes 
included. 


The Craige collection was one that most collectors were unfamiliar with, and its appearance 
on the market was a bit of a sensation. Ted Craige had started off collecting Connecticut 
coppers and put together a formidable collection that was sold intact to Q. David Bowers 
who combined it with other collections he owned, keeping the best of each variety and 
eventually selling them at auction as part of the famous EAC ’75 sale. Craige sold that 
collection in order to start dealing in colonials, but sadly passed away soon after he began. 
His inventory and what was left of his collection was kept by the family, apparently unaware 
of its importance — and value. Forty years later, record prices were set when the coins were 
offered! The Siboni Condition Census for the variety contains a pair of Uncirculated coins, 
three EF’s and the remainder in Choice VF, so this example is at least near the tail end of that 
list, along with several others in the same grade range (though Craige in his handwritten 
envelope did consider it a CC-level coin). Boldly detailed, still with Craige’s envelope and 
the lot sticker from the Stack’s Bowers sale, and a pleasing example of this distinct type coin 
MM TINS SCT 9s tease g fog an eevee eee a enone ce esay eee easier enema ens eu tas aeneusen nga $750 


39. 


AO. 





1787 New Jersey Copper. Maris 38-Y, another example of this “Small Head” variety. Fine, 
nearly a full Very Fine. A well struck and cleanly circulated coin. The legends are full on 
either side, the letters all strong, the date with the first digit weaker than the rest, but visible. 
The distinct small head shows just a hint of eye detail, something we like to see more of for a 
full VF, grade though this is very close to that level. The reverse shield is weak at the center, 
but has over half the horizontal and vertical lines visible within. Medium tan, the surfaces 
with a number of marks from circulation consistent with the grade, including some old 
scratches on either side which are toned down to the surface color and not obtrusive. If you 
want an affordable-yet-attractive New Jersey copper as a type coin this one would surely be 
worth examining. We have seen less sharp and attractive pieces certified as full VF, but we 
think Our STAde MOPS ACCUL ALC remus vscdansixenseicnaedasaesdenvesansustdeavewsnicaeewersereveeew ies $200 





1787 New Jersey Copper. Maris 38-Z, a “Small Head” obverse. Rarity-5. Nearly Very 
Fine, most details fully of the VF grade, with a bit of an erratic strike causing some areas to 
appear weaker. The obverse legend is full, save for the final letter which is missing 
completely, while the date below is full. The horse shows significant detail in the eye, snout 
and mane and the plow is strong. The reverse legend is full, the first and last few letters 
weaker than the rest but visible, and the attractive and well-proportioned shield has most of 
the lines within visible, just a bit weaker at the absolute center and lower right edge. 
Medium tan, the surfaces with numerous micro-striations on either side, all of which were in 
the planchet prior to it being coined, and are the result of impurities in the copper alloy used. 
There are a couple truly choice examples of the variety known, with a single Uncirculated, 
one AU and at least three EF’s, with the final coin in the Siboni census being a Choice VF. 
These are the exception, and it seems the majority of the variety survives in VF and lower 
srade. A respectable enough example, the Z reverse used only in this combination......$300 


4). 


An Inexpensive Rarity-5 Variety 





1787 New Jersey Copper. Maris 38-a, a “Small Head” obverse. Rarity-5. Very Good 
overall, the obverse much weaker than the reverse, as struck. The obverse legend here is 
extremely weak, with just traces of maybe half the letters visible, and the date gone. The 
plow is also weak but partially visible, while the distinct small horse’s head at the center is 
much sharper, fully outlined as expected at the VG level. The reverse is stronger, the legend 
full, though the tops of UNUM are quite weak. The shield is fully outlined, showing over 
90% of the horizontal lines and over 75% of the vertical ones within, the kind of detail 
expected on a coin that is closer to the VF grade level than VG! Attractive lighter brown, the 
surfaces are hard to the eye, but a glass shows a number of hairline scratches on either side, 
all of which are ancient and toned down to the surface color, so not as distracting as they 
would otherwise be. A variety that was originally called common by Dr. Maris in his 1881 
book, though he corrected this in the auction catalogue of his collection raising it to the 
penultimate level of rarity there, noting “I have not seen over three.” Also quite rare in nice 
conditions, with the Siboni census ranging from EF to low-end VF only. One of those EF’s 
was the Ford-Partrick coin which brought $12,000 in March 2021, while the Taylor-Anton 
specimen in the same grade, called finest known in the Siboni census, brought $5,760 in 
November 2019. Though either of those two could realistically be called the finest known, 
neither was particularly choice, the Partrick coin spotty and the Anton one with quite a bit of 
dark, scaly encrustation. When the top of the Condition Census isn’t particularly attractive, 
collectors seem more willing to add decent lower-grade pieces to their holdings, especially at 
low prices. An upgrade to just a Fine would likely run triple our asking price for this coin — 
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The Very Rare Maris 38-b 


Missing from the Tannenbaum and Partrick Collections 


TS, 
ce 





1787 New Jersey Copper. Maris 38-b, a “Small Head” obverse. High Rarity-6. Good or so, 
though grade is almost meaningless when New Jersey coppers get to this level of rarity! This 
example was in the Stack’s Bowers 2014 C4 convention sale as Lot 6238, illustrated and 
very ably described as follows: 


1787 New Jersey Copper. Maris 38-b. Rarity-6+. Good-4 Scratched, Cleaned. 
133.1 grains. Much of the obverse horse and plow are well outlined, with the reverse mostly 
smooth yet revealing isolated portions of the shield and lettering when viewed at direct light 
angles. A patchwork of light pin scratches is noted for both sides, the obverse also 
uncommonly bright due to the cleaning. The Rarity-6 level is where the excitement begins in 
many of the early American coinage series, including the New Jersey copper discipline. 
M.38-b is one of the scarce "not in Taylor" varieties as they were known a decade or more 
ago. The comprehensive Collection SLT also lacked an example of this rare variety. Since 
then other collections have been sold that included M.38-b, including Ford Part I (October 
2003:146), a coin which was called Fine and had rough surfaces, seemingly a given for the 
38-b variety. The Ford cataloger had seen but a dozen examples of the variety, and we don't 
think the population has grown too much in the ensuing years. Certainly not the finest 
example you'll ever see, but just as certainly one of the only ones you'll see in the near future. 


The authors of the Siboni-Howe-Ish book begin their discussion of the variety by stating “it 
is almost impossible to acquire a nice looking Maris 38-b in any grade.” When Maris wrote 
his book he knew of two examples, 75 years later Walter Breen knew of five when he wrote 
his unpublished manuscript, and a half century after that Michael Hodder knew of a dozen. 
There are likely not too many more than that last figure known today, perhaps 15 in all, a few 
of which are in museum collections. The Condition Census contains a single AU, three VF 
and the remainder in Fine. Scherff's VG brought $8,625 when sold by Stack’s Bowers in 
March 2010, Shaw’s rough Fine brought $7,637.50 in 2017 and the heavily scratched Fine 
from the “E Pluribus Unum” collection netted $5,280 in 2019. This example sold for $2,350 
to an advanced collector at its 2014 auction, and we offer it today at just................. $2,000 
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Henry Garrett’s Maris 38-c 





1787 New Jersey Copper. Maris 38-c, a “Small Head” obverse. Rarity-4. Choice Very 
Fine. This is the Henry Garrett example, sold as Lot 1371 in the Bowers and Merena March, 
1992 sale of his collection, where it was plated and described by Michael Hodder as follows: 


1787 New Jersey copper. M 38-C [sic]. Rarity-2. 148.4 grains. Rahway Mint. VF-25 to 
30. Nice, dark olive obverse, lighter olive reverse. Obverse surfaces uniformly granular, 
reverse microscopically so. Struck slightly off center on the reverse, toward the bottom, 
affecting the denticles in that position. Reverse clip at 5:30, smaller one at 6:30. Top edge 
of reverse rough, as made. Obverse die perfect; reverse sunk from LUR to shield at edge, 
below US, B completely failed now.” 


Hodder was a notoriously tough grader, and few would hesitate to give this the Choice VF 
(“VF30”) designation today given the extremely strong strike, with the horse’s eye full, and 
all of the shield lines sharp — indeed, the detail is the same as the Stickney-Ford-Partrick coin 
which was slabbed as XF45, though that one had smoother surfaces. Note the “c’ reverse 
has seven pales of three vertical lines each within the shield, as well as an unusual “spur” die 
defect at the lower left side of the shield, which makes it a distinct type in the series as well — 
the reverse was also used with obverses 41, 42, and 44, all of which are much rarer varieties, 
so this is the one that usually does duty as a type coin, and is actually a double one with the 
small head obverse. A strongly detailed example, the surfaces with the light, even roughness 
that Hodder aptly describes, but with no real damage from circulation. The variety is often 
seen on flawed planchets, and this is nicer than most seen. The Siboni Condition Census 
contains a single AU, with the remainder made up of EF coins. The AU 1s likely the piece 
sold in the “E Pluribus Unum’’ collection in November 2019 for $8,400; that same sale had 
another example graded AU that apparently wasn’t included in the census, though it was 
struck off-center, with reverse striations, and sold for $5,280. The Ford-Partrick XF sold in 
March 2021 for $3,840, and Newman’s amazing double struck Choice EF set the high water 
mark at just shy of $20,000. This sharp example is a more reasonable.....................06 $550 
Accompanied by the original lot ticket from the Henry Garrett/Spring Quartette sale. 
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1787 New Jersey Copper. Maris 39-a, a “Small Head” obverse. Rarity-2 Very Fine, some 
areas closer to the EF grade level, though with areas of weakness and light surface issues that 
justify the lower grade. The weakness affects just the lower left obverse and corresponding 
area of the reverse, but the only thing lost is the first digit of the date; the N of NOVA and 
the tops of URI on the reverse are weaker, but visible. The horse’s head shows strong detail, 
with a rather sharp eye, snout and mane, while the shield on the reverse shows nearly all of 
the lines within, as well as the distinct cuds within the vertical lines that make the reverse 
easy enough to attribute. Pleasing medium golden brown, a lovely color for any colonial 
coin, the obverse with some darker hue at the lower left. The surfaces appear heard enough 
to the naked eye, but there are a number of fine striations on either side, as well as light 
scratches, all of which are ancient and toned down to the surface color and difficult to see 
without the aid of a glass. The Maris 39-a is one of the more commonly available varieties in 
the entire New Jersey copper series, and the Condition Census contains an Uncirculated 
example at the top, followed by at least a half dozen AU’s. One of those AU’s was the Ford- 
Partrick example which realized $8,100 in March 2021, while a dramatically double struck 
AU was in the “E Pluribus Unum” collection and brought $15,600 in November 2019. This 
is the rare New Jersey variety where an EF won’t even crack the top 10-12 examples known, 
and that is a good thing for a type collector as until you get into that AU grade range there is 
no real premium for the type. Even though this example has those light scratches, they are 
nearly impossible to see without a glass, the strike is strong and the color is attractive. It’s 
VSO PUIG CO US ee eecccters-cncwasetanassnemesencnasan saaeunswarscenenetonaraastastionwessseasencness $325 


Eric Newman’s Example of the Rare Maris 40-b 





45. 1787 New Jersey Copper. Maris 40-b, the “Llama Head” variety. High Rarity-5. Very 
Good. This is the Eric P. Newman example of the variety, sold as Lot 30636 of the Heritage 
May 2014 sale of his collection, where it was plated and somewhat tersely described as: 


1787 COPPER New Jersey Copper, Sprig above Plow Good 6 NGC. M. 40-b, W-5200, 
High R.5. 121.9 grains. The obverse of this steel and sepia copper has the legend tight along 
the border, while the reverse appears 5 to 10% off-center at 8 o'clock. Myriad surface marks 
appear on both sides. 

Ex: Eric P. Newman Numismatic Education Society. 


The coin is certainly sharper than the Good grade it was given in that sale — the slabbing 
company likely following the grade given by Newman on his original typed envelope (which 
accompanies this lot), a grade that was accurate in the 1940s when he likely acquired the 
coin. The obverse legend is full, the final letter weaker than the rest, but visible, the date 
strong, and the distinct and unusual style horse’s head shows detail in the mane and snout. 
The reverse legend 1s also full, with just the first letter a bit mushy compared to the rest. The 
Condition Census has a pair of AU’s, four EF’s and dipping to VF at the bottom of that list. 
The Choice Fine in the “E Pluribus Unum” sale brought $7,200 in November 2019, while the 
Syd Martin-Ted Craige VF coin brought just shy of $50,000 — the jaw-dropping price 
because that specimen was struck over a French sous of 1780, with that date and much of the 
undertype’s legend bold (a simply amazing coin). The Oechsner-Partrick Fine was a bargain 
at $3,120 when recently sold — one of the few in that sale — and it was noted that when sold in 
the Oechsner sale the variety was still considered a Rarity-7; while it has fallen since then, it 
is still a difficult variety to locate, and usually one of the last ones found as the collector gets 
closer to the 90-variety mark While not a Condition Census coin, this example has a 
wonderful provenance. It realized $4,993.75 when sold in _— 2014, and is available today 
at less than it sold for seven years agol............... eneeeees ...$4,500 
Accompanied by the original lot ie Honk de ee P. ‘Newnan. sale, as well as 
Newman’s original typed envelope. The coin was originally in an NGC slab when 
sold, but the coin was removed from that shortly after the sale. 
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...and a more affordable example of the Rare Maris 40-b! 





1787 New Jersey Copper. Maris 40-b, another example of the “Llama Head” variety. High 
Rarity-5. Good overall, an accurate example of that grade level. This coin appeared as Lot 
97 of Goldberg Coins auction of February 2013 where it was plated and described as follows: 


1787 New Jersey Maris 40-b Rarity-5+ AG3. Many of the details are sharper than the 
assigned grade but the planchet is covered with moderate roughness. The date is weak but 
readable with some effort as are most of the legends. Slightly glossy steel brown and 
chocolate with darker chocolate toning covering the protected areas. A splash of very dark 
chocolate brown lacquer or similar substance covers the horse’s face. Far from perfect but 
it’s a very tough variety in the New Jersey series. Struck with reverse rotated 35 degrees.. 


Estimated at $1,000-up, this piece sold in spirited bidding for $1,783. While not mentioned 
in the description, this is a coin that has likely spent some time in the ground, judging by the 
surfaces; though they are uniformly rough, it is not the dark and very heavy roughness often 
seen on buried copper coins. A surprising number of this variety seem to grade VG and less, 
showing they circulated well. The distinct Maris 40 obverse is used only with this reverse, 
while the “b” reverse is paired with obverses 17 and 38 — making for an unusual little family, 
die linked but showing very little in common with each other, as a quick look at those 
varieties offered on this list will show; indeed, had Obverse 40 come paired with a reverse 
not used elsewhere in the series, it may well have been considered one of the contemporary 
counterfeit issues by earlier collectors! The Siboni-Howes-Ish book notes that it was dealer 
Tom Rinaldo who gave the variety its nickname — it was Tom who interested Roger Siboni in 
the series, and it’s safe to say that had their paths not crossed, it 1s unlikely that the book 
would have ever been written. The authors note that “many collectors lucky enough to own a 
40-b will have to be happy with a specimen featuring limited internal detail, typically 
retaining the llama head feature, if only in outline.” That is pretty much what this easily- 
attributed specimen offers. While this brought $1,783 eight years ago, it has to be a bargain 
at ONE-THIRD LESS THAN ITS LAST AUCTION APPEARANCE... ee. $1,000 
No lot ticket from the auction, but it is easily plate matched to that catalogue. 
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THE RARE MARIS 41-c 





1787 New Jersey Copper. Maris 41-c. High Rarity-5. Very Good/Good, the reverse weaker 
than the obverse as always the case for this very rare variety. The obverse legend full, the 
last two letters weaker than the rest but visible; the horse and plow fully outlined, though 
with not much of the finer detail, as expected for the grade; the dramatic diagonal die failure 
across the horse’s torso 1s prominent, certainly the cause for the rarity of the variety today, as 
the obverse die must have broken early in striking (it was not paired with any other reverse). 
The reverse here is, as usual, extremely faint, with just vague outlines of a couple of letters in 
the legend, though the shield is mostly outlined, with some of the vertical stripes visible, as is 
the prominent “spur” at the lower left of the shield which immediately identifies the “c” 
reverse (not that it 1s needed since the obverse only comes paired with this!). Medium 
brown, with lighter tan devices gives a two-tone look to the coin. The surfaces are 
surprisingly hard for a well-circulated specimen, and that adds to the eye appeal since this 
issue is often found rough. The obverse has a few faint circulation marks, and there is one 
thin but long reverse scratch across the top of the shield — old and toned to the surface color 
so not as disturbing as it would otherwise be. The Siboni Condition Census starts with a pair 
of AU’s and an EF, with the rest of the census in VF. While there are a few nice ones out 
there, most collections have to settle for something in distinctly lower grade, such as the Fine 
Maris-Garrett piece (graded there as “G to VG”), the VG Henry Garrett-Scott Barnes piece 
or the weak VG in the John Griffee sale; and in John Griffee’s published census notes, over 
two-thirds of the specimens listed graded below Fine. The Spiro-Bareford coin last brought 
$10,637.50 in Stack’s March 2010 sale (where the grade was raised to VF, which was 
accurate) — and less you think that is a fluke of a price, the VF Ford coin brought $6,037.50 
way back in 2003 and the Lorenzo piece graded Choice Fine brought $4,025 in January 
2008. More recently, the Foreman-Partrick Choice VF brought $12,000 in March 2021 and 
the rough VF in the “E Pluribus Unum” collection brought $5,760 in November 2019. 
Though the Maris 41-c and 42-c (offered below) are generally given the same rarity rating, it 
has been our experience that the Maris 41-c comes along far less often, in all grades. While 
this one will certainly not win a place in the Condition Census, or centerfold status in the 
next New Jersey copper book, it is a most affordable example of a rare variety, and finding 
one even marginally better will at least double the price. This is just....................8. $600 
From our Fixed Price List #19, Autumn 2010, Lot 487. 
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A Pleasing Example of the Rare Maris 42-c 





1787 New Jersey Copper. Maris 42-c. High Rarity-5. Fine, an attractive example of a 
variety that often comes ugly. This is well struck for the variety and grade, the obverse 
legend full, the letters generally bold, and the date full. The horse is nearly completely 
outlined, the front part of his neck weakened by die failure there, this being die state 3 as 
listed in the Siboni-Howes-Ish book, and the plow below is quite strong. The reverse is a tad 
weaker as usually found, though nearly all of the legend can be made out, the first half 
strong, then decreasing in sharpness at the right hand side. The shield is fully outlined, 
showing perhaps one third of the lines within. Lovely medium golden brown color, the 
surfaces with a light roughness to them that is not that bad. A glass shows numerous old pin 
scratches on the obverse — these are ancient and toned down to the same nice surface color, 
so not as noticeable as they would otherwise be. Overall the eye appeal is better than average 
for this rare variety, which is often seen dark and rough. It is also a variety that 1s completely 
unknown in high grade — the entire Condition Census is made up of VF coins, of varying 
quality, and apparently none of those were nice enough for Donald Partrick, whose collection 
sold thus far lacked the variety. There were two in the “E Pluribus Unum” collection sold in 
November 2019, one graded Choice Fine that brought $6,000 and another that was graded EF 
and was triple struck (and was more accurately graded VF in the Siboni census), which sold 
for $5,280, a bit of a bargain for such an important coin. A rare enough variety that the 
Foreman-Tannenbaum coins, there graded VG but at least a high-end Fine, brought nearly 
$5,000 back in January 2012. Trying to get just a grade nicer than here will certainly move 
the price into the mid-four-figure range. We have seen Fine examples of the variety with 
dark and rough surfaces that are not attractive at all — this one at least has the nice color and 
OV Cl alh SCI aac saencrsedaasscessswseccinsedieateatiaesc eeadennceseesedserierteeecss ea cess $1,100 
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50. 





1787 New Jersey Copper. Maris 43-Y. Low Rarity-5. Fine, details nearly of the VF level in 
places, but with surface issues that prevent the higher grade. Generally well struck, NOVA 
CASEAREA is bold on the obverse, the date a big weaker but with just the second digit not 
fully visible; the distinct horse’s head with a cartoonish elongated snout is strong, showing 
some eye and mane detail, the plow below full. Though a few letters on the reverse are 
weak, the entire legend is visible, and the shield has about half of the lines within strong. 
Medium brown fields with much lighter tan devices and legends, the surfaces lightly but 
evenly rough, the obverse with parallel roughness that usually indicates a coin has spent 
some time underground. A small rim nick between the PL of PLURIBUS, else no major 
signs of damage from circulation. A difficult variety to find nice, and unknown completely 
choice — the Condition Census is made up of only VF-level coins. The Partrick coin was 
eraded AU Details, but was rough and jade green, and it’s $720 price tells you what 
collectors thought of its actual grade, as it was the exact same price the VF in the “E Pluribus 
Unum” sale brought a couple years earlier. While no longer as rare as once thought, this 1s 
still a very tough variety, and this is a decent, budget friendly example...................... $250 





1787 New Jersey copper. Maris 44-d, the “Sleigh Runner” obverse. Rarity-4. Nearly Very 
Fine. Well struck, the legends full, the C of CAESAREA and the date a bit weaker than the 
rest but all visible, while the horse shows some of the eye and snout and the reverse shield 
has most of the horizontal and vertical lines within bold. Glossy light chocolate brown, with 
a number of light nicks and a few ancient scratches from circulation, all ancient and toned 
down to the surface color so not as disturbing. The variety often comes rough, so even with 
the marks the choice color and hard surfaces are better than often found. The Condition 
Census consists of only EF specimens, one of them being the Maris-Garrett-Partrick coin that 
brought $4,320 in March 2021, a coin that showed only marginally sharper detail than this 
(but oh what a provenance!). A nice type Coin at JUSt..... ccc ccc cece eee eeeeeeeeees $350 


a, 
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1787 New Jersey Copper. Maris 45-d. High Rarity-5. Fine, surfaces evenly rough from 
burial, but a fairly high grade coin when lost. The obverse legend full, a few letters weaker 
than their neighbors from the roughness, the horse and plow design outlined with a hint of 
finer detail. The first letter of the reverse legend 1s lost, all the rest strong, and the shield 
showing a third of the stripes. Very dark brown, the surfaces lightly rough across both sides, 
with a few areas of deeper roughness, all a result of being in the ground for some time; there 
are no real marks from circulation apparent. While not the prettiest New Jersey, it is a rare 
variety, and hard to find choice: the Condition Census contains a pair of EF’s and ends with a 
pair of low-end VF coins. Siboni-Howes-Ish note “nice examples of 45-d are very hard to 
find in any grade,” and they could have added “and expensive, too.” The Maris-Garrett- 
Partrick coin is in their census as an EF but, somewhat amazingly, graded only VF35 in that 
sale — and it realized $10,200. The more-average VF in the “E Pluribus Unum” collection 
brought $3,840 and the lightly rough Fine Maris-Spiro-Ford-Shaw coin brought $2,350 in 





1787 New Jersey Copper. Maris 45-e. Low Rarity-5. Fine/Very Good, the reverse usually 
weaker than the obverse on this variety. The obverse legend is full, the C and S of 
CAESAREA Just barely so, while the date below is strong and the horse and plow design are 
fully outlined save for a small area below the plow handles which is weakened by die failure 
there. The reverse is weaker, mostly due to die state, with URI of PLURIBUS quite faint in 
this die state 3 coin. The rest of the legend is visible, the letters often weak, and the shield is 
nearly all outlined, but with no finer detail within. Light steel brown and darker hues, the 
surfaces surprisingly hard for a coin that clearly saw much circulation. There is an old thin 
lamination across the center reverse, and minor marks from circulation, including some toned 
down scratches above the end of the plow. The variety gets very expensive just a grade 
nicer, the VF35 “E Pluribus Unum” coin bringing $4,800. This one is just............... $400 


A PCGS GRADED AU53 MARIS 46-e 
A rare grade for any New Jersey Copper! 
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53. 1787 New Jersey Copper. Maris 46-e. PCGS certified and graded as About Uncirculated, 
AUS3, a fair enough grade. Rarity-1. A boldly struck example of this later die state (DS 4), 
as one would expect for the grade. The legends are all bold, the first two digits of the date 
weakened by die failure, but still partially visible: in full DS-5 the digits disappear and the 8 
is only partially visible. Excellent design detail, the horse showing a bold eye and all of the 
finer mane detail, the plow below mostly all there, with just a bit of it lost to both the die 
failure in the area and repeated clashing with this reverse die, which have left an incuse 
impression of the shield in the field between the bottom of the horse and the final letter of the 
legend. The shield on the reverse is bold save for the area at the center of the horizontal 
stripes, a common enough occurrence on this variety and the type in general. Medium brown 
with some specks of slightly darker color, the surfaces nicely glossy and with no real marks 
from circulation. While an AU coin would certainly be noteworthy for any New Jersey 
copper variety, for Maris 46-e it just misses the tail end of the Condition Census, which 
contains four Uncirculated coins and a pair of Choice AU specimens, with a few more AU’s 
known as well — this number of high grade specimens still extant perhaps not surprising, as 
this is one of the most commonly-seen of all New Jersey copper varieties. One graded Unc 
(MS63) appeared in Stack’s Bowers August 2020 auction; it was a bit spotty but still realized 
$5,760, while the Maris-Partrick specimen was a very choice AU (graded a 58), and realized 
$8,400; in this instance the AU coin was more attractive and had an incomparable 
provenance, serving as the Maris plate coin for obverse 46 in his 1881 book. Because there 
are enough higher grade, AU-Unc, examples of the variety out there to satisfy serious 
collectors, Maris 46-e makes for a perfect example for the type collector, as there is no added 
premium for condition rarity. That said, ANY New Jersey copper in true AU condition is 
SOMMCLMIME S06 C1 a cep cs eeceaasaceaecteeree nas aotedsgraesnanusdsaecegie waedsen peesencniestesnaaas $1,750 
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The Rare Maris 47-e 
The Frank McGrath Specimen 
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1787 New Jersey Copper. Maris 47-e. Low Rarity-6. Fine, nearly a full Very Fine detail 
wise. This is the Frank McGrath specimen, which appeared as Lot 333 of the 2007 C4 sale 
of his New Jersey’s where it was plated and described by Tom Rinaldo as follows: 


1787 New Jersey Maris 47-e R6- F18. Fairly reflective dark chocolate and olive surfaces 
which while not actually smooth are still somewhat appealing. Likely a ground find with 
some light corrosion, strongest in the field at the horse’s throat and at the B above the shield. 
The date and legends are complete and clear, easily readable in spite of the imperfect 
surfaces. A trace planchet clip affects the dentils over VA and left of the bottom of the 
shield. A very scarce variety, which if not actually low Rarity-6 comes darn close to being 
so. It would be quite difficult to improve on this coin. We offered the pleasing VF ex-Spiro, 
ex-Bareford coin as lot #71 of our 1996 C4 Sale as part of the Barnes Collection and 
included some census note in that lot description. That coin was solidly in the CC for this 
variety while this falls below, though it might merit inclusion at the bottom of a ten coin CC. 
The primary Ford coin was just a marginally stronger VF and rough as well, where the 
catalog noted “M.47-e always seems to come on fairly crummy flans with problems of one 
sort or another.” 


To that description we add that the Siboni Condition Census contains one truly nice example, 
the AU Picker coin, with the rest of that list consisting of solid VF’s, the VG Maris-Garrett 
coin listed last. The variety has always commanded strong prices in decent grades. Spiro- 
Bareford-Barnes coin brought $4,800 when it appeared in the 1998 C4 sale, and Ford’s 
marginally sharper piece brought $4,312.50. More recently Partrick’s rough VF brought 
$3,240 in March 2021, while the Fine in the “E Pluribus Unum” collection had lovely color 
and was a bit of a bargain at $1,920. While the variety was unique when Dr. Maris wrote his 
book in 1881, but of the specimens found since, most seem to grade Fine and lower, and are 
usually rough or damaged. This will be hard to improve upon today.................4.. $1,200 
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1787 New Jersey Copper. Maris 48-f. Rarity-3. Nearly Very Fine, just a shade off that 
grade level — if we used numerical grading a Fine 18 would be appropriate. Generally well 
struck, the legends full on either side, the final E on the obverse a bit weaker due to die 
failure there, and the very tops of a few letters weak on the reverse; the date is all there. The 
horse has a partial eye, and much of the mane and nostril detail, while the outlined reverse 
shield has about three-quarters of the lines within visible. Dark olive, the surfaces hard 
enough to the eye, the reverse with some fine diagonal striations that were there before the 
planchet was even struck. No major marks from circulation, and decent eye appeal for a 
lower-middle grade New Jersey copper. For a relatively available variety, most do not exist 
choice — the Siboni Condition Census contains a pair of Choice AU’s, three EF’s, with VF’s 
making up the rest of the census. The nicest in the census 1s the Henry Garrett-Partrick coin, 
which was graded AUS58 and brought $16,800 in the March 2021 auction. The scratched EF 
in the “E Pluribus Unum” sale of November 2019 was not included in the census, likely 
because of the scratches, but still managed to bring $1,800. This coin will not challenge 
either of those, but is certainly a lot more affordable at just.............. 0.0... cece cece $250 
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The First Head Left Variety, Maris 49-f 
ex Bob Vlack, Steve Tannenbaum 


Nene 





1787 New Jersey Copper. Maris 49-f, the first Head Left Variety. Rarity-5. Fine. This is 
the Steve Tannenbaum specimen, which was plated and described as Lot 7578 of the January 
2012 Stack’s Bowers sale of his collection. The description there read: 


1788 New Jersey Copper. Maris 49-f, W-5470. Rarity-5. Head Left. Fine-12. 
149.5 grains. A representative example of a the [sic] Head Left type sporting hard dark 
brown surfaces an the usual convex strike seen on most survivors of the die variety. Struck 
on a planchet that exhibits some natural flaws, with corrosion noted at central plow and at 
lower right obverse where there were undoubtedly some metal impurities that had become 
exposed due to the poor planchet quality. An important Red Book type represented by only 
three different Maris varieties. 

Provenance: From Collection SLT. Purchased privately from Robert Vlack, May 1986; 
earlier ex Colchester, CT auction. 


Struck from the scarcer Die State 2, the obverse die clearly sinking behind the horse’s head — 
this likely the reason the die was paired only with this reverse before being retired. Despite 
the late die state, the obverse legend is bold, as is the plow below the horse. The horse itself 
shows all the detail expected for a Fine grade, the date at the base a bit weak at the last two 
digits, but all visible. The reverse legend is also full, not quite as sharp as the obverse as 
nearly always seen. The shield shows about half the horizontal and just a trace of the vertical 
lines within. Not bad at all for the variety, and nearly impossible to find much nicer. The 
Siboni census contains a pair in AU, a pair in EF and the next two are Choice VF coins. 
These get quite expensive too — the EF in the “E Pluribus Unum” collection was called VF+ 
in the Siboni census and brought $45,600 in spirited bidding, so the higher grade likely the 
more accurate one. The Partrick coin was slabbed as a Fine 15 but was fully VF, as seen by 
the $20,400 price. This has a lot of meat on its bones, especially at.................... $2,000 
Accompanied by Tannenbaum’s original handwritten envelope with provenance 
information recorded on the back. 
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And the Rarer Third Head Left, Maris 51-¢ 
From the Old New England Collection 
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1787 New Jersey Copper. Maris 51-g, the third Head Left variety. Low Rarity-6. Very 
Good. This example was Lot 3768 of Heritage’s April 2014 sale of “The Old New England 
Collection,” where it was plated and ably described as follows: 


1788 COPPER New Jersey Copper, Head Left -- Obverse Tooled -- NGC Details. VG. 
M. 51-g, W-5480, High R.5. The Head Left is a distinctive and scarce New Jersey type. 
Most examples are Maris 50-f. Maris 51-g is the rarest of three Head Left die pairs, and can 
be attributed by the greater distance from the snout to the O in NOVA. This example is 
mostly lavender-brown. The surfaces are granular, and portions of the legends are indistinct. 
The obverse exergue exhibits faint pinscratches from an attempt to reveal the date. Listed on 
page 71 of the 2014 Guide Book. 

From The Old New England Collection. 


The Maris 51-g is often seen weaker than the other two Head Left varieties, and far more 
often on rough planchets, so the condition here is certainly typical for the variety. The NGC 
designation of “tooled” is rather harsh for some minor scratches that you will need a glass to 
see — they are ancient and toned down to the surface color and not the least distracting 
(though this writer is uncertain how scratching would “reveal the date”). While this is the 
rarest of the three Head Left varieties, it oddly has the most survivors in better grades, with 
the Siboni census containing a single AU and the remainder of the list in EF, whereas the 
other two varieties have the CC dip into VF territory. Even in VF the Maris 51-g gets pricey 
— the Maris obverse plate in Stack’s Bowers March 2017 sale brought $11,750, while 
Partrick’s Choice VF commanded $26,400. This slabbed specimen has excellent detail on 
the horse and plow, and will cost a lot less at JUSt........... cece cece cee eee cece ee eees $2,700 
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An NGC Slabbed VF30 BN Maris 52-1 
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1787 New Jersey Copper. Maris 52-1. Rarity-3. Choice Very Fine, in an NGC slab where 
this is graded VF30 BN, an accurate assessment. Boldly struck, as expected for any coin that 
gets the choice designation, the letters in the legend full and strong on either side, as is the 
date on the obverse. The horse shows substantial detail in the eye, nostril and mane, and if 
there was just a bit more of the eye visible this would have slabbed as a full EF. The reverse 
shield has all the horizontal and vertical lines within sharp. Attractive medium golden brown 
with mottled slightly darker hues, visually quite pleasing. The planchet shows a few wispy 
striations that were there before the coin was even struck, but there is no noticeable damage 
or defect from actual circulation. Needless to say, it is unusual for a state copper to wear this 
smoothly, escaping the nicks and dings that seem to occur. Quite choice, though just missing 
the bottom of the Condition Census which consists of a single AU and several EF examples. 
The O’Donnell-Partrick coin is called EF in the Siboni census and AU in the auction of 
Partrick’s coins, and regardless of what people call it, realized $9,000. Another one graded 
EF in the census but AU at auction was the specimen in the “E Pluribus Unum” collection, 
which probably warrants the higher grade, though with a large obverse spot; it realized 
$3,600. Both these specimens show just slightly stronger obverse detail than this one, so 
upgrading from here will increase the price substantially.............. 00... ccc cece seen ee eee es $900 


A PCGS VF20 Maris 53-] 
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59. 1787 New Jersey Copper. Maris 53-j. Rarity-4. Very Fine, in a PCGS slab where this is 
graded VF20, a fitting level. An interesting coin, as while the obverse is bold, the reverse 
just a shade weaker, due to that side being slightly shift double struck, with light doubling 
visible on most letters, the original strike clockwise from the second. The obverse shows no 
trace of this doubling, so it was likely resting on the obverse die (which would have to be the 
lower one in the press for this scenario), while the upper die came down again without a new 
planchet being fed into the press. While only a minor error, it is intriguing. This is also a 
pleasing example of a scarce variety, the obverse legend bold, as is the date below, and the 
distinct shaggy horse’s head showing all the detail expected of the grade. Medium tan, the 
surfaces hard to the eye, with a few wispy striations visible, a long but very thin one cutting 
across the reverse shield, all in the planchet prior to striking. There are a few light circulation 
marks, consistent with the grade, none of which detract. This obverse was only used in this 
combination, and most exist in a perfect state. The reverse was thought by Maris to be only 
used with this obverse, but was later found to come with obverse 27 as well, for a rare 
combination. While this variety is scarce, it does exist in high grade — but gets quite 
expensive! There are a pair of Gem Uncirculated coins, the Ford example illustrated in the 
Siboni-Howes-Ish book with a stunning amount of mint red. The Choice AU Spiro coin 
appeared in the November 2019 sale of the “E Pluribus Unum” collection, where it brought 
$7,800, and Partrick’s Choice EF, the fourth coin listed in the census, brought $4,080 a year 
and a half later. This solid VF, with nice color and surfaces is only....................05. $750 


60. 


A Near EF Serpent Head Variety 





1787 New Jersey Copper. Maris 54-k, the “Serpent Head” variety. Rarity-3. Choice Very 
Fine, nearly a full Extremely Fine (a classic “VF35” which is what this piece was last sold as 
by noted copper dealer Chris McCawley). Weakly struck at the left side — a very common 
occurrence on the variety, and noted as such in the Siboni-Howes-Ish reference book. This 
means that NOVA is weak, but all the letters can be seen, while the LU od PLURIBUS on 
the reverse is weakened by both the strike and a small planchet flaw, which was there before 
the coin was struck. The other 95% of the coin is bold and fully deserving of the near EF 
grade. CAESAREA and the date are sharp on the obverse, and while the rest of the reverse 
legend is a tad weaker than the obverse letters, all are visible and mostly strong. The distinct 
horse’s head, which does look like a cobra poised to strike, is bold, with nearly all of the 
mane detail strong, and most of the eye. Since this is the detail collectors want most on this 
particular variety, it is nice to see it so sharp. The reverse shield has nearly all the horizontal 
and all the vertical lines within strong. Medium brown, the surfaces hard enough to the eye, 
while a glass reveals a touch of light roughness and a few of the expected marks from 
circulation. There is a tiny dent at the center of the obverse which shows as a tiny bulge at 
the lower-center portion of the horizontal shield lines. The Siboni-Howes-Ish book does an 
excellent job of unpacking what is known about the variety and some of Walter Breen’s more 
fanciful theories that were sadly presented as fact. Struck from an early Die State 3, with the 
breaks called for still light; while this obverse 1s assumed to have broken more, the reverse in 
all known specimens is in a perfect state, and one wonders why it was paired with no other 
obverse — though if this is a contemporary counterfeit, it may be that whoever coined it only 
had the one set of dies, and no die steel to make more (and to us this makes it even more 
likely that this was not produced by John Bailey, under contract to Walter Mould, as Bailey 
would have had the ability to make another obverse die when needed). Regardless of where 
it was made, he Serpent Head is one of the most famous and popular varieties in the series, 
and one that has a lot of mystery still left to unravel (this writer had an article on it back on 
our first price list in 1987). The variety 1s unknown in full Uncirculated grade, yet the 
Condition Census is made up solely of AU's, which suggests that some were saved as being 
unusual. The last AU sold was the Norweb-Partrick coin, which brought $9,000, and was a 
lovely coin. This one is more affordable at 10% of that price.......... 0... cece eee e ee eens $800 


61. 


The “PLURIRUS” reverse 





1787 New Jersey Copper. Maris 55-1, the “PLURIRUS” variety. Rarity-5. Nearly Very 
Fine, detail fully of that grade level, surfaces a little too rough, with a net grade of Fine being 
a fair compromise. Rather boldly struck, the legends are full on either side, with the 
individual letters all sharp — including the PLURIRUS reverse legend, which was not actually 
a legend error, but rather the result of using a broken “B” punch. The date is all there on the 
obverse, and the horse shows much eye, nostril and mane detail, while the reverse shield has 
about three-quarters of both the horizontal and vertical lines showing. Dark olive brown 
obverse, the reverse a lighter shade, both sides with surface roughness, likely due to burial at 
some point — the roughness is noticeable, but 1s not deep or disfiguring, and the coin remains 
an attractive color. There are a handful of marks from circulation, as expected, the obvious 
one being an ancient scratch on the horse’s neck which has toned down to the surface color. 
The Condition Census is, unusually, made up of just AU coins, though slabbing services may 
disagree. The finest example in the Siboni census is the Ford-Partrick coin, graded Choice 
AU there and MS61 when slabbed and offered at auction in March 2021. Whichever grade 
you give it, it is the finest known and bidders certainly understood that, as it realized $45,600 
in very spirited competition. Partrick also had the Maris plate coin for the variety, which was 
the opposite result in the census — listed in the book as Choice AU, but slabbed and sold as 
VF35! The truth is likely somewhere between the two grades, but it still brought $20,400. 
Coins like these are the exception to the rule, as a more detailed look through auction 
catalogues will show. The entire Stack’s-Bowers online archive show nothing better than a 
rough VF offered, while that firm’s sale of the “E Pluribus Unum” collection was just a Fine. 
The cataloguer of that last sale astutely noted that “this is a variety that is usually ugly,” 
which has certainly been our experience as dealers in the series for over 30 years! That 
handful of AU coins are scattered in the largest and finest collections today, and realistically 
VF may be the best anyone will be able to find until those collections are sold. While far 
from perfect, the present example is affordable and has the all-important PLURIRUS legend 
616) (ere ule DOU 


Purchased from dealer John Kraljevich at an unrecorded date. 


62. 


...and the U over S in PLURIBUS variety 





1787 New Jersey Copper. Maris 55-m, the “U over S” reverse. Rarity-4. Nearly Very Fine 
in terms of detail, a near-twin to the description of the above coin in that the sharpness is 
there, the surfaces are not, and a net grade of Fine 1s called for. The legends are full, the 
obverse letters all bold, the reverse ones just slightly weaker, but everything visible, 
including the all-important U punched over an incorrect S in PLURIBUS. Unlike the above 
variety, this IS an engraving error as the engraver forgot the U initially, but must have caught 
it before he moved on to the rest of the legend as he was able to punch a U over it and fit the 
rest of the legend in where it belonged — and this was not a unique error, as reverse “p” 
(offered later in this list) has the same mistake but uncorrected, with the legend there reading 
PLURIBS. The date on the obverse slightly off the planchet, but the horse showing much 
mane, nostril and eye detail, and with a sharp plow below. The shield on the reverse with 
over three-quarters of the horizontal and vertical lines within. Medium olive brown with 
lighter highlights on the obverse design and legend. The surfaces have a very fine but even 
roughness to them, again likely the result of burial for a short ttme. There are no appreciable 
marks or damage from circulation, and this does help the eye appeal. While a slightly more 
common variety than the Maris 55-1, the Condition Census is quite different: the 55-1 census 
consists of only AU coins, while just one is known in that grade for the 55-m, and its census 
drops down to Choice VF for the bottom half of the list. One of those Condition Census 
pieces was the Norweb-Partrick coin, called EF in the Siboni census and AUS55 in the 
auction, and regardless of grade was still the second finest known and brought $38,400 in 
March 2021. The Choice VF in the “E Pluribus Unum” sale brought $4,800 in November 
2019. This well-detailed, if lightly rough, specimen is far more obtainable for the average 
COMCCIOT AUIS c cs dageps nearer nine ce veacuweseitisawocion awe iehenwunedncietenauousuciensonieneeuted! $500 


63. 





1787 New Jersey. Maris 56-n, the first “Camel Head” variety. Rarity-1. Very Fine in terms 
of strike and wear, the surfaces lightly rough. Boldly struck, as is usually seen on this 
fascinating contemporary counterfeit issue. The legends are full on either side, the obverse 
letters bold, some of the letters on the reverse weaker, but all readable, and the date is visible, 
just slightly off the planchet as centered. The distinct horse’s head with its large muzzle 
(truly resembling a camel more than a horse) is bold, showing substantial eye detail, while 
the plow below is mostly strong. The shield on the reverse has over three quarters of the 
lines within visible. Medium chocolate brown, the obverse with a light roughness over the 
surface, not too bad, while the reverse has deeper pockmarks, which may be the result of the 
coiners heating other coins up to soften them before striking with the Camel Head dies. This 
one shows subtle hints of an undertype, though not nearly enough to be certain what it is 
struck over. Most (if not all) of the variety come overstruck on other coins — a cheap and 
ready-made source of planchet stock, especially post-1788 when the Coppers Panic would 
have made anything but New Jersey coppers difficult to circulate. A fascinating variety in 
that while most contemporary counterfeit New Jersey coppers are quite rare, the Maris 56-n 
is perhaps the most common variety in the entire series, which means that counterfeit dies 
lasted far longer than those engraved by the official mints. This is even more shocking as 
most/all of the variety was struck over other coins, literally every copper coin that was in 
circulation in North America at the time: many different varieties of Connecticut copper (the 
most common undertype, of all dates including 1788 showing the variety was not struck in 
the date it bears), Vermont coppers (both landscape and bust style), Machin’s Mills halfpence 
(several different dates, including 1776), Nova Constellatio coppers, Nova Eboracs, 
counterfeit Irish and English halfpence (both George II and George HI), and even an 
incredible example struck over an extremely rare 1787 George Clinton cent! While some 
examples don’t show a trace of undertype, that may be more the result of striking pressure 
and a heated host coin “erasing” its details (and often a patient search around the peripheries 
and within the shield will yield at least a hint of some undertype, as is the case here). This 
wide variety of undertypes means most collectors own multiple examples of Maris 56-n, each 
over something different. A naked-eye, Redbook-listed type coin, always popular. This 
well-detailed example is jUSt............ ccc cece cece ene e eee n eee eens cents eee a Ee Ebene EEG $175 


A Bold and Attractive Maris 58-n Camel Head 


64. 


with a 60-year old provenance 


-— 








1787 New Jersey Copper. Maris 58-n, the third “Camel Head” variety. Low Rarity-5. 
Extremely Fine, a well-struck example of the second rarest of the three Camel Head 
issues, apparently struck on a virgin planchet. The legends are full, most letters bold, as 
is the date. The distinct horse’s head is sharp, with eye, ear and nostril detail, as 1s the 
plow below. Struck from the early die state of this obverse, free of any of the breaks 
that soon appeared, which presumably accounts for the rarity of the variety today. The 
reverse shield is bold, all the horizontal and vertical lines sharply impressed and 
delineated. Gorgeous light golden brown, the surfaces hard and glossy. The obverse is 
mostly smooth, while the reverse shows some old nicks within the shield; when viewed 
from the edge there are some light bumps — but these aren’t as visible from the obverse 
or reverse. A rare enough variety in its own right, one that does not show up for auction 
with anything like the availability of the Maris 56-n issue (the Maris 57-n remains the 
rarest of the three Camel Head varieties, by far), and few known truly choice. The 
Condition Census listed by Roger Siboni consists only of EF’s, most of which are in 
large, private collections. The Choice EF in the “E Pluribus Unum” collection brought 
$7,200 in November 2019, while Partrick’s Choice VF brought $3,120 a year and a half 
later This example was from Stack’s sale of March, 1959, lot 269 (the “Pelletreau” 
Collection), and is accompanied by the original lot ticket from that sale — a very rare 
piece of ephemera that is now over 60 years old (few people seem to have saved auction 
tickets at the time) — and later in the same firms September, 1993 sale. The information 
is penciled on the front of the flip, along with the grade of “AU50O” — given the 
amazingly choice color and surface quality the grade is understandable, though we think 
EFF is its true condition. While the edge bumps will keep this out of the full Condition 
Census, it should rank well within the top dozen or so examples known, and will be 
virtually impossible to upgrade. Given the prices that solid VF coins have been 
bringing recently, this is a great ValUc........... cece ccc cece cece eee eee eee eee eeeenaees $1,300 
Accompanied by the original 1959 and 1993 lot tickets mentioned above. 
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An Affordable “Saw Tooth Pattern” Variety 
Maris 59-0, High Rarity-5 





1787 New Jersey Copper. Maris 59-0, the “Saw Tooth Pattern” variety. High Rarity-5. 
Very Good or so, weakly struck at the centers as is typical for the variety, stronger on the 
peripheries. On the obverse, ost of NOVA CAESAREA can be seen, the letters often weak, 
the last two mostly gone; the date on this side is bold though, as is the plow above. The 
ears of the horse can be seen poking out over the weak center area, which has the typical 
planchet flaws clustered there. The reverse is similar, with E PLURIBUS very strong, 
UNUM sharp save for the first letter which is lost, and just hints of the lower part of the 
shield visible, again with planchet flaws at the center. Darker brown, the surfaces with a 
light roughness to them, a small green spot at the left obverse, and with some circulation 
marks, including some ancient hairline scratches which have toned down and need a glass 
to see. This kind of strike would be horrible for most New Jersey copper varieties, since 
the horse and shield would generally be what collectors wanted to see the most — but for 
Maris 59-o it is just the opposite since the important part of the dies here are their 
peripheries, specifically the large, triangular denticles that do indeed look like the teeth of a 
saw. The variety generally comes weak at the centers due mostly to the planchets being 
large, but quite thin, without enough metal to flow into the deepest parts of both dies, and 
the planchets used are often flawed. This is generally not a variety one can hold out for a 
“perfect” example of — indeed, the Siboni Condition Census contains a single AU, three 
EF’s of differing quality, and the rest of the census made up of Choice VF and VF coins. 
The Spiro-Anton coin was called AU53 when sold as part of the “E Pluribus Unum” 
collection, but the EF grade given in the Siboni census seems more accurate; either way still 
the second finest known, and it realized $9,000 at that sale. The Taylor-Partrick Choice 
VF, considered third finest in the census, was a bargain at just $2,880 (a fact this writer 
realized as he kept hitting the “bid” button in vain after the lot closed!). An affordable 
example of a rare variety, we note a holed coin bringing over $400 in the last decade! This 
one is perfect for the collector on a budget at......... ccc ccc ccc cece e ee ene eee e es $425 
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The rarer of the two PLURIBS error reverse varieties 
Maris 61-p 





1787 New Jersey Copper. Maris 61-p, the second of the two PLURIBS reverse error 
varieties. Rarity-5. Fine, the obverse die sinking at the center in this later die state, causing 
the horse’s neck to nearly disappear, though everything else clearly of the Fine grade level. 
Bold legends on either side, the date a tad weaker, but complete. The horse’s head shows the 
detail expected for the grade, with a hint of the eye and nostril, the large plow below is sharp; 
the reverse shield fully outlined with perhaps a quarter of the lines visible within. Dark olive 
brown, the surfaces hard enough to the eye, the planchet with a few light flaws at the center 
of both sides and lower right obverse, which were there prior to striking; this is typical 
planchet stock for the variety, and the authors of the Siboni-Howes-Ish specifically note that 
the two PLURIBS varieties come very dark and often dull. Both sides show a number of fine 
hairline scratches that you will need a glass to see, as they have long since toned down to the 
color or the fields. A rare variety, and exceedingly rare choice — the Condition Census 
contains a single Unc, AU and EF, with the rest of the list made up of VF coins. The AU 
was the Garrett-Partrick example, which sold at a very reasonable $14,400 in March 2021, 
while the VF in the “E Pluribus Unum” collection sold at an also reasonable $1,800. A 
naked-eye type coin due to the reverse error, made in the same manner as the Maris 55-m 
reverse, offered above: the engraver punched in PLURIB fine, and instead of having a U 
next, he punched in an S. On the m reverse he caught the error and corrected it before 
moving on to the next word, whereas it appears on this variety that he didn’t notice until it 
was too late - UNUM was already punched in and there was no way to easily squeeze in the 
missing U without punching over five letters and two ornaments, and throwing the legend 
off-balance as a result. One can certainly imagine this die being made before the m reverse, 
with the engraver double-checking future dies and catching his mistake on the m reverse 
before it was too late. A rare variety in all grades, and valued highly: the current edition of 
The Redbook values the PLURIBS type at $2,000 in Fine — and as the Maris 60-p is the more 
common variety with this reverse error, one would expect the 6l-p to trend higher. 
Upgrading just a bit adds significantly to the price, this 1s Just...................0.ce eee eeee $550 


67. 


The “Poor Man’s WM Copper” — Maris 62-q 
With traces of Walter Mould’s initials on the obverse die 





1787 New Jersey Copper. Maris 62-q, the “Hidden Initials” obverse. Rarity-3. Very Fine, 
high in that grade level in terms of strike and wear, the planchet with the usual light central 
flaws that seem to plague the various large-planchet types. As usual for this type, the 
peripheral legends are bold, while the central details are weaker — the larger planchets also 
meant that they were thinner than other New Jersey copper varieties, and there was simply 
not enough metal to always flow into the deepest parts of the dies; this central weakness 
increased as the obverse die began to sink in the center, as is the case on this piece, 
somewhere between Die States 2 and 3 (see the Uncirculated Partrick coin for a DS3 
example which has faded mint red yet shows almost nothing of the horse’s neck!). The 
legends and date are all strong, as is the plow. The horse’s head is completely outlined, with 
some eye and mane detail, while the reverse shield shows about half of the lines within. The 
planchet, as mentioned, shows a handful of flaws in the centers of either side — these were 
there before the piece was struck. The entire planchet likely had similar flaws, but they were 
flattened out around the peripheries during striking — had the central details not been as 
deeply engraved or had the striking pressure been increased then the central flaws would 
have disappeared as well. Lovely medium golden brown surfaces, quite hard everywhere but 
the centers, the obverse with an area of darker toning at the lower left rm. No real marks or 
damage from circulation that are easily visible, and overall an attractive coin. This obverse 
die shows faint traces of a WM hidden underneath the sprig below the horse’s neck; this 
detail had been there for two centuries but no one noticed it until the unique Maris 62 2-r 
was discovered, which showed the WM initials in the same location. You’ll need a glass to 
see them on any Maris 62-q, as only the left part of the W and the right part of the M can be 
seen poking out of either side of the top two sprigs; traces of both those letters are visible on 
this specimen. The Siboni-Howes-Ish book sum this variety up by stating: “as the unique 62 
Y2-r can only be in one collection, the rest of us are fortunate that Maris 62-q — essentially a 
‘Poor Man’s WM copper’ exists.” A fascinating variety, one of the new discoveries that 


68. 


A Selection of Different Reverse Die States 
of Maris 63-q 





1787 New Jersey Copper. Maris 63-q. Rarity-3. Fine overall, with the usual weaker central 
strike found on most of the large planchet varieties. The legends and date are full, the letters 
and numbers all strong. The plow, horse’s head, and shield are all fully outlined, and with a 
hint of finer detail within those last two. Light olive brown with some mottled darker hues. 
The surfaces with a very light roughness to them, not bad at all save for a patch at the left 
center reverse, and the expected light marks from circulation for a coin in this grade. There 
are two crossed scratches on the reverse shield, forming an “X” (did someone think the coin 
counterfeit?), but these are ancient and well-toned over, so easy to overlook. An early-but- 
not-perfect reverse die state, somewhere between states | and 2, with the reverse break 
starting at the rim but not quite fully to the P of PLURIBUS — underlining the point perhaps 
that die states aren’t ever really set in stone, as breaks and damage will continue to grow as a 
die is used, and there will be a number of minute variations between one published die state 
and another. A pleasing example of this large planchet type, priced at only............... $200 
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A Die State 3 from the Syd Martin Collection 
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1787 New Jersey Copper. Maris 63-q, another. Rarity-3. Choice Fine, nearly Very Fine 
overall. This is a duplicate from the Syd Martin collection, and appeared as Lot 4191 of 
Stack’s Bowers November 2017 auction, where it was plated and described as follows: 


1787 New Jersey Copper. Maris 63-q, W-5365. Rarity-3. Large Planchet, Plain Shield. 
Fine-15 (PCGS). 136.6 grains. Dark steely brown surfaces are quite smooth and problem- 
free for the grade, with just a couple shallow, circulated and toned over scratches in right 
reverse field. Both sides are a trifling amount off-center without loss to any of the legends. A 
pleasing example of this common die marriage, here found in Die State 3 of the reverse, 
showing the tiny triangular die break from the upper left shield. 

Provenance: From the Syd Martin Collection. Purchased privately from a Paris collector via 
American Heritage Minting, December 28, 1995. 


Very well struck, we have seen lesser-quality pieces in full VF slabs, and it is likely that if 
there had been a hint of eye detail on this one it would have merited the higher grade (indeed, 
Syd Martin considered it to be a VF25 on his envelope). A perfect Die State 3 specimen, 
with the cud at the upper left reverse shield just beginning — this state seemingly scarcer than 
the others, as once the cud started it appears to have grown fairly rapidly. A pleasing 
example, traced to one of the finest collections of colonial coins yet formed. Syd Martin was 
a true gentleman, and one who did so much for our niche of the hobby. He was the third 
president in a row of The American Numismatic Society that specialized in colonials, helping 
that august institution again appreciate this coinage; he was a long-time editor of The C4 
Newsletter, taking it from an indifferent and irregular publication to an award-winning one 
that published important research while still being informal and fun. Most of all, he was a 
good friend to all who knew him, and he will be sorely missed. This example from his 
oe) ere] SOs 0) 0) he a a ne ee an eT $550 
Accompanied by Syd’s original handwritten envelope where he called this VF 25. 





70. 





1787 New Jersey Copper. Maris 63-q, another. Rarity-3. Choice Very Fine, in a PCGS slab 
where this is graded VF30, though this may be slightly undergraded — we have seen similar 
pieces in full 40 holders before, and wouldn’t be surprised to see this one end up in one at 
that level too — indeed the slabbed EF40 example in the “E Pluribus Unum” collection 
showed identical detail and coloring as this coins. Well struck save for the absolute center of 
the reverse, the legends are bold on either side, as is the date. The horse and plow design are 
sharp, and the reverse shield shows 90% of the horizontal lines and over half of the vertical 
ones within. Gorgeous deep tan, the surfaces quite hard. The obverse shows a few light 
planchet flaws at the horse’s snout and neck, these were in the planchet prior to striking and 
have been slightly flattened out in the minting process — you’ll need a glass to really see 
them, and they are not disturbing. The small weak area of the shield shows some lighter 
striations and a few marks that were also in the planchet prior to striking. The reverse is 
somewhere between Die States 3 and 4, the cud larger than what is normally called a 3, but 
not as late as state 4, which is offered below. While the variety boasts a Condition Census 
consisting of just AU and Uncirculated coins, specialists know that those are the exception to 
the rule, and when they are offered they get very expensive. The Partrick sale had a pair of 
Uncs — because of course 1t would — an MS63 with a weaker strike than this coin, but with a 
lot of mint red that brought $57,600 and an MS61 that showed similar planchet flaws to this 
coin and hammered at $19,200. But even middle-range examples sell strong, as long as they 
are pretty: the VF35 in the Jack Royse collection sold by Stack’s Bowers way back in 
November 2012 brought $1,880. This one definitely fulfills the pretty criteria — very well 
struck for the variety, beautiful color, hard surfaces, and just the lightest of marks from 
circulation. You’d be hard-pressed to find a more attractive example even in an EF holder, 
and this one Will please.......... ccc ccc cece eee ene e ene een Ee een E eee nH EE EEE EEG $1,200 
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1787 New Jersey Copper. Maris 63-q, another. Rarity-3. Choice Fine, just at the cusp of a 
VF grade. Well struck, the legends and date all bold. The horse shows a hint of eye and 
nostril detail, the plow below sharp, the reverse shield more flatly struck than one would like 
for a VF, with just a small portion of the lines visible within. While the strike isn’t strong on 
this one, the color and surfaces are — and the planchet is free of the flaws that normally 
plague the variety. Medium tan, with some mottled russet and a darker streak at the left of 
the shield, the surfaces are hard and pleasing to the eye. A glass will certainly pick up light 
marks from circulation, as expected for the grade, but the only one of any note is an old dig 
between the E and the shield, ancient and toned down to the surface color. Struck from Die 
State 4, the cud on the shield engulfing the entire left corner. A very attractive, circulated 
example, and a perfect middle-grade type COIN............ cece cece eee cece cece eneneeeeeeaneees $400 
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The Rare Maris 63-r 
The Clem Schettino Specimen 
Near Condition Census 





1787 New Jersey Copper. Maris 63-r. Rarity-5. Choice Very Fine. This example appeared 
as Lot 4349 in the January 2010 sale of Clem Schettino’s New Jersey copper collection by 
Stack’s Bowers. It was plated there and described as follows: 


1787 New Jersey copper. Maris 63-r, W-5370. Rarity-5. VF-25. 160.9 gns. 30.8 mm. Even 
dark chocolate brown with pleasing, glossy surfaces. Good surface quality despite 
microscopic granularity. Thin old scratch noted behind horsehead, trivial surface roughness 
at plow handles and in legend atop reverse. Reverse ideally centered, obverse aligned to 4:30 
with outside edge of denticles visible at opposite corner. A sharp and fairly problem free 
specimen of this elusive marriage, not too far from the bottom of the Condition Census. 
Provenance: From the Clem Schettino Collection of New Jersey Coppers; purchased from 
Dave Wnuck, February 2005. 


Really a pleasing example, with bold legends and date, and excellent design details for the 
grade. This example is a tad sharper than the VF30 in the “E Pluribus Unum” collection 
which sold for $1,800 in November 2019. A rare enough variety in any grade, anything VF 
or better is quite difficult to find. The Condition Census in the book lists a single AU, a 
Choice EF, a pair of solid EF’s, a Choice VF and a solid VF as the top six coins — this one, 
and the “E Pluribus Unum” coin would certainly give the last two coins a run for their 
money. Of note, there is no example better than this in the Stack’s Bowers archives online. 
Heritage has had a finer one, the Norweb-Partrick coin. That piece was graded EF in the 
Siboni census and AUS3 in the Partrick sale; regardless of what grade you agree with, it sold 
for $12,000. This example is an excellent buy at Just........... 00... ccc ccc cece eee eee ee es $1,200 

Unsold in the sale of the Schettino collection, this example appeared in the same 

firm’s sale of March 2010 as Lot 2226, with the same description and sold there. No 

lot tickets from either auction, but easily plate matched to both. 
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The RARE Maris 64-u 
Missing from the Partrick Sale! 





1787 New Jersey Copper. Maris 64-u. Rarity-5 (likely high in that rating). Fine/Nearly very 
Fine, the obverse a tad weaker than the reverse, as struck, and much of this due to the die 
swelling that is the hallmark of Die State Three. On the obverse the legend is mostly 
complete, the middle of CAESAREA weaker than the rest, though at least portions of all the 
letters can be made out, while the date is also full. The horse’s head is fully outlined, 
showing some eye, nostril and mane detail, while the plow below is sharp. The reverse is 
stronger, the legend complete, the letters strong save for the right side of the two U’s in 
UNUM. The wide shield is fully outlined, with well over half the vertical and horizontal 
lines within discernible. Dark brown fields with lighter tan devices and legend, attractive as 
such. The surfaces have a light roughness which isn’t bad, and just softens the look of the 
coin a bit. The reverse has some light planchet flaws at the center of the shield, which were 
there prior to striking. The expected light marks from circulation, including a scratch in the 
shield which has toned down to the surface color. While considered just a Rarity-5, the 
variety doesn’t seem to show up with any sort of frequency — and was missing from the 
Partrick collection in any grade, somewhat surprising as he certainly had opportunity to buy 
one. Perhaps this was because the variety is almost unknown choice — the Condition Census 
contains a single AU and the rest of the list contains VF coins of varying quality. When sold, 
the VF’s have been expensive — there were a pair in the “E Pluribus Unum” collection that 
brought $6,000 inVF35 and $2,880 in VF for the Maris-Garrett-Picker example. Syd 
Martin’s duplicate was a solid VF, though undergraded in that sale as F15 — it didn’t matter, 
collectors knew what it graded and bid it up to $3,290. Even Steve Tannenbaum’s Fine sold 
for $2,300 way back in January 2012, so it is safe to say that even a minor upgrade from this 
coin would easily run into four figures — if you could find one! An underappreciated rarity, 
Silom imamy Want WStStO0AY icocesdeedecksveswedincens bawnuebanueneiieewbacvesaranaetaweseaumaeeass $600 
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The Clem Schettino-Scott Barnes Maris 65-u 





1788 New Jersey Copper. Maris 65-u. Rarity-4. Fine/Very Fine, the reverse a grade sharper 
as usually found on the variety. This example is from the Clem Schettino and Scott Barnes 
collections. In the former it appeared as Lot 2233 in the Stack’s March 2010 sale, and was 
plated and described as follows: 


1788 New Jersey copper. Maris 65-u, W-5495. Rarity-4. Fine-15. 137.1 gns. 29.9 mm. 
Even dark charcoal on granular surfaces. Well centered on a broad planchet, very sharp on 
the reverse, slightly swollen at central obverse limiting detail. A very challenging variety to 
find in grades much better than this. 

Provenance: From the Clem Schettino Collection of New Jersey Coppers; the Scott Barnes 
Collection (McCawley-Grellman, October 1996, Lot 98). Earlier, from Richard Picker, 
privately. The original lot ticket accompanies this lot. 


The legends are full on either side, CAESAREA weaker than the rest, but all readable, the 
date full. Like the Maris 64-u offered above, the 65 obverse is weakened by die failure and 
damage, while the reverse tends to strike up stronger. Also like that variety the Condition 
Census begins with an AU and ends with VF’s, though with the 65-u there are a few EF 
coins known as well. Partrick had one, which sold for $2,640 in March 2021; the “‘E Pluribus 
Unum” sale had a prettier VF that had a painted die variety on the obverse and sold for a 
bargain price of $1,380. While one can likely find an example a grade higher with some 
searching and patience, the price will certainly move into the low four figures. This nicely- 
detailed example, with no real post-strike damage from circulation, 1s only............... $450 
Accompanied by the original lot tickets from both the 1996 Scott Barnes sale and the 
2010 sale of the Clem Schettino collection. 
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An Affordable Maris 66-y, the “Braided Mane” obverse 
The Steve Tannenbaum Coin 





1787 New Jersey Copper. Maris 66-v, the “Braided Mane” obverse. High Rarity-5. The 
Steve Tannenbaum specimen of this rare and distinct variety, which appeared as Lot 7613 of 
the January 2012 auction of his collection where it was plated and somewhat colorfully 
described as follows: 


1788 New Jersey Copper. Maris 66-v, W-5505. Rarity-5+. Small Planchet, Plain Shield, 
Braided Mane. VF-30. 129.4 grains. A very sharply but very corroded coin whose designs 
and legends show much erosion on both sides, though the horse head, date and shield and 
quite clear. A bad flan crack across reverse and that goes through the center of the coin gives 
it a "thud" of a ring, an attribute it shares with other specimens sharing the 66 obverse, 
notably the 66-u sold in our (Stack's) May 2005 auction. There must have been a very poorly 
prepared copper strip that was seemingly exfoliating rather than just being striated. 
Provenance: From Collection SLT. Previous pedigree unrecorded. 


The coin certainly has VF detail on the reverse, less so on the obverse, and a net grade would 
be far below the “30” given in the above description, perhaps net VG. A rare enough variety 
in all grades, even though there are a small number of high grade coins known — the Siboni 
Condition Census contains a pair of AU’s and four EF’s. One of the pieces listed as EF 1s the 
Ford-Partrick coin that slabbed much higher — AU58 — and brought $22,800 in March 2021. 
The example in the “E Pluribus Unum” sale a year and a half earlier was a lightly rough VF 
that hammered at $2,160; the cataloguer there astutely noted “this variety is often sharp, but 
also tends to come badly flawed,” and we add that lower-middle grade examples tend to 
come quite rough as well. Despite its flaws, this is an affordable example of a very rare 
variety and type, with a nice provenance as well — and it will be impossible to find an 


Accompanied by the original lot ticket from the Stack’s Bowers January 2012 sale, as 
well as by Steve Tannenbaum’s original handwritten envelope. 


1788 Maris 67-v in PCGS XF45 
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70. 1788 New Jersey Copper. Maris 67-v. Rarity-1. Choice Extremely Fine, in a PCGS holder 
where this is graded XF45, a fitting level. A sharply struck specimen of this common 
variety, in uncommon grade. The legends are full, the R of CAESAREA weaker than the 
rest due to a tiny planchet flaw there, the remaining letters all bold, as is the date. The horse 
shows a fully rounded eye, nostril and mouth, and most of the mane detail 1s sharp, as is the 
braided bar between the horse and plow. The reverse shield shows all of the horizontal and 
vertical lines within, as usual this detail quite strong. Chocolate brown the surfaces hard and 
with good gloss. The small planchet flaw at the R of CAESAREA and one at the top of the 
second U of UNUM are the only ones of note, though a glass shows a few smaller ones — 
nearly all examples of the variety shows these minor pit-like flaws which were clearly a 
result of the copper alloy used. No real marks or damage from actual circulation, and fully 
deserving of the choice designation that the 45 grade implies. The Condition Census 
contains a solitary Uncirculated and three AU examples at the top, the remainder made up of 
Choice EF coins, of which this should certainly be a contender for a spot, along with its 
equally-graded brethren. While there are a fair number that are technically high grade, many 
EF and AU coins are porous or have enough damage that if they are slabbed they only make 
it into a “details” holder. The “E Pluribus Unum” collection had a slabbed AUS5O that was 
marginally sharper on the obverse than this but less visually attractive in our opinion, and 
brought $3,360. Partrick’s was a previously unknown AUS55 with some reverse stains, but 
still a lovely coin, and hammered at $5,280. Because there are currently enough Choice EF 
examples of the variety to satisfy demand of specialists, there is no great premium for 
condition rarity, and Maris 67-v is probably the least expensive variety one can routinely find 
slabbed in this condition. It is the most available 1788-dated variety, which means it does 
double duty as a type coin too. Hard to beat at..... 0... ccc ccc cece eee eeeeeees $1,100 
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The Rarity-5 Maris 68-w 





1787 New Jersey Copper. Maris 68-w. Rarity-5. Very Fine, a rather well-struck example on 
a planchet that is better than normally found for this rare and interesting variety, The obverse 
legend is full, the individual letters bold, though slightly off-center towards four o’clock 
resulting in the letters at the extreme right being tight against the edge; the planchet, as usual 
small and thick. The horse is weak at its mane, apparently from die failure, as the rest 1s 
rather sharp, with good detail in the eye, ears and snout. The plow below is sharp, and the 
tiny date under it is full. The reverse is the same, with the legend full, the tops of the letters 
at right again close to the edge, but all there. The very thin, tall shield at the center is fully 
outlined, showing about three quarters of the horizontal and perhaps half of the vertical 
stripes within, the area at the exact center being weak as usually found. Light olive brown, 
with mottled darker hues on either side. The surfaces have a light roughness to them, which 
is often seen on the variety. No post-strike damage or defect, and nicely free of the large 
planchet flaws and dark surfaces that are often found on 68-w’s. Indeed, this example is 
visually more appealing than many we have seen in this or even a grade higher. The finest 
known is the amazing Uncirculated Ford coin — at $34,500 in 2003 and $57,600 when it 
appeared in the Partrick sale in March 2021. The AU piece in the “E Pluribus Unum” sale is 
likely the Anton coin listed as second in the Siboni census, and realized $13,200 in that sale. 
This is followed by an EF, and the census then rounds out with a number of VF’s (Taylor- 
O’Donnell — at an amazing $4,887.50 in the 2001 sale, Saccone, Henry Garrett, Maris- 
Garrett, Griffee and Frontenac). Foreman and Picker each had a Fine, while the New York 
Public Library and Norweb sales only had VG’s. The Schettino coin was graded AU and on 
an extremely crude planchet from a terminal die state, yet still had original luster — where it 
ranks in the CC we will leave to wiser heads, but it did realize $3,220. This one actually has 
areas of sharper detail and a nicer planchet, but lacks the luster of that coin — isn’t Condition 
Census-making fun? A pleasing example of a very difficult variety, very difficult to find 
QOL CCAD Y TCO a ancau necccnetaseconaueseaeauasnecsascasteaneeteaasstuasedusaiandeenecenouastecaus a $850 
From the September, 2003 Stack’s sale where this appeared as Lot 45, accompanied by 
the original lot ticket from that auction. 
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An Affordable Example of the Rare Maris 72-z 





1787 New Jersey Copper. Maris 72-z, a “Plaited Mane” obverse type. Rarity-5. Very 
Good/Good, the surfaces evenly rough so a net Good grade seems appropriate. The obverse 
shows most of the legend and date, NOVA weak but partially visible, the only letters 
completely lost being the final two of CAESAREA. The distinctly shaped horse’s head is 
fully outlined with some finer detail within, suggesting the piece was a higher grade before it 
was dropped and spent time underground. The reverse didn’t fare quite as well, though a few 
of the letters in the legend can be made out, and the shield is mostly all outlined, with some 
stripes visible within. While the surfaces are evenly rough, more so on the reverse, the color 
is a lighter olive brown, which does help a bit. A coin with no doubt about its attribution, the 
obverse quite distinct and only known paired with this reverse die. This variety was a Low 
Rarity-6 until relatively recently, the new discoveries mostly in lower grades. It’s a variety 
that is unknown truly choice — the Siboni Condition Census has a single EF and the rest of 
the list made up of VF coins. The finest is the Garrett-Partrick coin, which is listed as EF in 
the census, but was only grade VF35 when offered in the Partrick sale in March 2021 — a rare 
instance when the slab grade was the more conservative. Regardless of numerical grade, the 
number it brought at auction was an eye-opening $38,400. The example in the “E Pluribus 
Unum” collection was a weaker VF, overstruck on a 1775 Machin’s Mills halfpenny and 
showing more legends of the undertype than of the New Jersey, and realized a reasonable 
$5,760. Always a popular — and expensive! — variety. Indeed, you have to go back exactly a 
decade to find an example of Maris 72-z offered at auction that realized under four-figures. 
That cost of entry is difficult for a newer collector, and while this example is far from 
perfect, it offers what is likely the most affordable example of the variety that one could ever 
MO DC10 MG AOOAY ssnsiepencicdsaeideioasians dcoaveteneheeacdpadendvetecateaeconedesseoiecssatehossavs $600 
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And an Affordable Maris 73-aa 
Struck over a 1787 Connecticut Copper 
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1787 New Jersey Copper. Maris 73-aa, another “Plaited Mane” obverse type. Rarity-4. 
Fine overall, a difficult coin to grade, as it shows areas that are easily in the VF level, while 
others are weaker, most likely due to being overstruck on a 1787 Connecticut copper of the 
Draped Bust Left type. The New Jersey designs are strong on both sides, with the horse and 
plow design complete, the horse showing detail in the mane and nostril, and the shield with 
nearly all of the vertical and horizontal lines within bold, all these details of the VF level. 
The legends, however, are not as sharp. On the obverse CAES is sharp, traces of a few 
letters after that are visible; NOVA is not visible due to die swelling in that area, as is nearly 
always the case on this variety — on many examples of 73-aa this is where the undertype is 
bold, though not so here. On the reverse, only traces of the New Jersey legend are visible, 
while much more of the Connecticut copper undertype can be seen, including * AUCT and a 
portion of the draped bust peeking out from the shield, enough to establish this as a 1787 
obverse in that series. It appears that all examples of this variety are overstruck on other 
coins, mostly on Connecticut coppers (which would have been the most prevalent coin 
around), but also on Vermont and Machin’s Mills coppers, counterfeit British halfpence 
(both struck and cast), and unexpected oddities like a 1783 Georgius Triumpho token and a 
Spanish 4 maravedis coin that weighed well under half the weight of a legitimate New Jersey 
copper! This array of undertypes may not be as large as found on the Maris 56-n Camel 
Head variety, but is broad enough that most collectors have multiple examples of the variety, 
struck on different host coins; this means that while the variety is only considered very 
scarce, it 1s offered with far less frequency than one would expect for an R-4. The Condition 
Census contains a single AU and an EF at the top, both from the Anton collection and offered 
in the “E Pluribus Unum” sale; the grades in the Siboni-Howes-Ish book appear to have been 
switched, as the one they called EF was graded AU in the auction, and that one brought 
$9,000, more than twice the price of the one they considered the better coin. Partrick’s 
Choice VF was over a 1787 Vermont and brought $18,000, partially due to the incomparable 
provenance of Hall-Brand-Bareford. Another variety that always brings strong money — we 
have found just a few auction prices under four-figures in a decade. This, only.......... $600 
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The RARE Marts 74-bb Running Fox Variety 
EF Details, sharper than any CC coins, but... 





1788 New Jersey Copper. Maris 74-bb. High Rarity-5. A most difficult coin to grade, it 
exhibits detail easily of the EF level, though spent some time in the ground. This was 
purchased from noted collector and dealer Chris Young who summed it up perfectly on his 
handwritten envelope that accompanies this coin: “Detail XF granular. Fantastic detail with 
uniform granularity. Rarely found in any condition!” The obverse legend is weak at NOVA 
and the date, most of CAESAREA can be seen, as well as the large quarterfoil at the end. 
The horse has excellent detail on the mane, its face weaker from the roughness, the distinct 
plow with its “ghost coulter’ below extremely sharp, this detail the easiest way to 
differentiate between the 74 and 75 obverses. The reverse fared much better, with the legend 
full, the wide shield bold, with all of the horizontal and most of the vertical stripes bold. The 
small running fox before the legend is weak as usual, but mostly visible. Dark brown, the 
surfaces with light, even roughness from its time underground, with a few deeper patches of 
roughness mostly confined to the obverse. The variety is seldom seen, and is usually one of 
the last added to a collection as it moves past the 90-variety count and approaches the storied 
100-variety mark. It 1s a variety unknown truly choice — the entire Condition Census is made 
up of just VF coins, and the Maris plate coin for the obverse was only a VG. The present 
example is actually sharper than any of the VF’s in the census, which makes its burial a bit 
gut-wrenching! The two Choice VF’s that have appeared at auction recently both show 
notably less detail in the reverse shield and horse’s mane, but of course had much better 
surface quality. The Ford-Anton coin was in the November 2019 “E Pluribus Unum” sale 
and the Spiro-Oechsner coin was in the November 2021 Partrick sale, and each brought 
$18,000 in spirited bidding. One can’t help wondering what price level this would have 
soared to if surfaces were perfect. But one cannot cry over spilt milk or buried New Jersey 
coppers, and it is what it 1s — a well-detailed example of a very rare variety, likely produced 
by John Bailey in New York instead of New Jersey (Bailey was partners with Ephraim 


Brasher of Brasher doubloon fame), and priced at an affordable.......................04. $1,250 
Accompanied by Chris Young’s original handwritten envelope. 
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A Well-Detailed, Affordable Maris 75-bb 
Another Running Fox Variety 





1787 New Jersey Copper. Maris 75-b, a Running Fox variety. Rarity-4. Very Fine detail, 
surfaces lightly but evenly rough, making some details a bit softer in appearance. This 1s 
mostly confined to the top obverse, and though all of NOVA CAESAREA is visible, some 
letters are faint. The date is sharp, the distinct horse’s head and plow bold, these areas 
showing more detail than the VF30 in the “E Pluribus Unum” collection, for instance. The 
reverse 1s stronger overall, the legend full and letters strong, the small fox before the legend 
weaker but all visible, and with the wide shield boasting 90% of the lines within. Dark olive 
fields with much lighter devices gives an attractive two-tone look to the coin. The surfaces 
with the light roughness as mentioned, a common enough occurrence on the type. A scratch 
in the center of the shield is the only circulation damage of note. Struck from the usual late 
die state with a cud extending from the plow handles down to the base, and a diebreak 
running through the VA * C of the legend on this side. This variety is a bit more common 
than the 74-bb offered above, and thus more exist in better condition: the census ranges from 
several AU’s down to EF. One of those AU’s, not listed in the Siboni census, is the 
Archangel collection piece, sold by Stack’s Bowers in October 2018 and hammering at 
$19,200. The VF “E Pluribus Unum” coin mentioned above wasn’t a CC-level piece, but 
still managed a winning bid of $3,120 — it had some light scratches, but lovely color and a 
very bold running fox, so was well worth the money. This example, with more of the finer 
detail showing, albeit lesser surface quality, makes for a well-detailed and very affordable 
example of this distinct, Redbook-listed type COIN. .............cc cece cece eee e enna e eee eeeeees $550 
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ALL THREE DIE STATES OF THE 
MARIS 77-dd RUNNING FOX VARIETY 
Previously known as 77-dd, 77 2-dd, and 78-dd 
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1788 New Jersey Copper. Maris 77-dd, a Running Fox variety, Die State 1. Rarity-3. Very 
Fine, a well struck example of this major type coin, the easiest of the Running Fox varieties 
to obtain, though still scarce in choice grades. This example is well struck overall, and while 
a few letters in the legend are weaker than their neighbors, all can be easily read, as can the 
date at the base of the obverse; even better the unique running fox design before the 
beginning of the reverse legend is bold, always a bonus when that is the one detail most type 
collectors want to see. The design detail is also sharp for the grade, the horse with a hint of 
the eye, much of the mane, and the plow below sharp; the reverse shield has nearly all of the 
horizontal and over three-quarters of the vertical lines strong within. Lovely light golden 
brown, the obverse with a darker area of toning at the lower left, and with nice eye appeal. 
There are the expected light circulation marks, as well as some old, small, nicks on the 
reverse shield. A thin lamination is visible at the lower right reverse, which was in the 
planchet prior to striking and skirts along the base of the right sprig under the shield, 
touching none of the legend or ornamentation. As with the bb reverses offered earlier, the 
running fox is thought to be used by John Bailey, and these coins struck in New York, not 
New Jersey, perhaps even with the assistance of Bailey’s business partner Ephraim Brasher. 
This variety exists in high grade — the Siboni Condition Census is made up of just AU and 
Unc. specimens, though those high grade ones get predictably expensive, and to trade hands 
privately. The only recent auction record for an Uncirculated example was Eric Newman’s, 
which brought just over $105,000 in May 2014. Partrick’s Choice EF brought $26,400 in 
March 2021; this was graded Choice AU in the Siboni census, and in this case it appears the 
slab grade is more accurate. The rough and scratched VF in the “E Pluribus Unum” 
collection managed a winning bid of $2,640 in November 2019, and the present example is 
superior to that one in every way. Not a perfect example of the variety, but cleanly 
circulated, with superior color, and with the all-important running fox element bold, all of 
which makes for a good, affordable example of this major type coin...................065 $1,750 
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The Very Rare “Maris 77 2-dd” 





1788 New Jersey Copper. Maris 77-dd, a Running Fox variety, Die State 2, previously 
known as Maris 77 ¥2-dd. High Rarity-6 for the die state. Fine/Very Fine in terms of 
sharpness, the surfaces lightly rough so a net grade of high-end Fine is appropriate. The 
obverse legend is dull, some letter weaker, others stronger, but all readable, as is the date. 
The distinct horse’s head is sharp, with a hint of eye detail, and clearly showing the near- 
diagonal die damage at the left of the mane, extending down to the scroll below, and the 
plow below that is sharp. The reverse legend is full, with the letters mostly bold, the 
important Running Fox design strongly impressed, while the shield shows far better detail 
than a Fine-level coin, with all of the horizontal and nearly all of the vertical lines sharp 
within. Dark olive brown, the surfaces lightly but evenly rough, the obverse with a couple 
small planchet flaws above the N of NOVA and at the final digit of the date, which were in 
the planchet prior to striking. While the early die state of these dies is known in high grade, 
the later die states are not, and this very rare middle die state has just two EF coins at the top 
of the census, with the rest made up of VF coins; detail-wise, this one is right there with the 
VF’s at the bottom of the census, though the surfaces on those coins are nicer. The Siboni- 
Howes-Ish book treats the three major die states of this variety in separate sections, an honor 
given to no other variety that comes in multiple states: this of course because Dr. Maris 
originally called the early and late states different varieties (77-dd and 78-dd), and collectors 
have long included both in their own sets as distinct varieties — and when this rare 
intermediate die state was discovered in 1956 it was also added as a separate variety, which 
certainly helped collectors get to that magic “100 variety” number a bit faster; the book gives 
an excellent pictorial representation of how this die damage occurred, and a solid history of 
the discovery and history of the “variety.” Few have come up for auction, simply because 
they are that rare. Partrick didn’t own this die state, and the Stack’s Bowers website lists just 
two appearances in their online archive, the most recent being the “E Pluribus Unum” 
specimen, a weaker coin than this one, rough and scratched, which still managed a bid of 
$1.920. As the book authors note: “the delisting of 77 /2-dd does not seem to have caused a 
reduction of interest in this intermediate die state, as those who paid significantly for the 
‘variety’ feared. It is a very desirable, yet elusive, intermediate die state.” Whether you 
choose to include this in your variety count or not, it is a coin that belongs in every advanced 
CONNECTION OF TAS SCTICS oiipnccsewscudenwndveneduiuducdseneesGauwkossapociwes ccvenacecuterensevouns $1,300 
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And a “Maris 78-dd” with lovely color 
ex Ford-Boyd-Schettino Collections 
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1788 New Jersey Copper. Maris 77-dd, a Running Fox variety, Die State 3, previously 
known as Maris 78-dd. Rarity-2. Choice Very Fine. This is the Clem Schettino specimen, 
and appeared as Lot 4368 in the Stack’s January 2010 sale of his collection, where it was 
plated and ably described as follows: 


1788 New Jersey copper. Maris 77 (i.e. 78)-dd, W-5535. Rarity-2. Running Fox. VF- 
35. 145.9 grains. 27.4 mm. Glossy dark brown surfaces contrast pleasantly with lighter 
brown devices. Nearly hard and smooth, just faint granularity around some design elements. 
A sharp and handsome piece, once described as "probable condition census for the variety," 
though like just south of a CC where all specimens therein are graded EF. A rim bruise is 
present over RE of CAESAREA, single nick in the right obverse field, a few other little field 
and rim nicks. Good sharpness, complete fox, ideally centered. The shield still shows nearly 
full detail despite the prominent break that soon swells the entire central reverse. A high 
quality example, graded five points below the other specimen from the Frontenac sale in that 
catalogue, a coin that is now in the Condition Census. 

Provenance: From the Clem Schettino Collection of New Jersey Coppers; the Boyd-Ford 
duplicates (Bowers and Merena's Frontenac sale, November 1991, Lot 239). 


Quite a lovely example of this final die state, and really as sharp as they come. The plate 
coin for this state in the Siboni book shows pretty much the exact same detail as this 
specimen, and while the rim bruise would take this one out of the Condition Census, the 
overall choice surface quality and gorgeous color should allow it to rank in the top dozen or 
SO specimens known. Specialists are aware that the Running Fox issues are often seen on 
dark, rough planchets — so even with the rim bruise, this one has significantly more eye 
BP Pe ANAM MOS l nrqc-crcncuacese coaccecasesmrsseacrageenesongsaaeserameareaneertenenenanceracs $1,500 

Accompanied by the (heavily trimmed) lot ticket from the Stack’s January 2010 sale, 

as well as the description and plate, cut out from that catalogue. 


BUY THE BOOK BEFORE THE COIN? 
NAH, BUY THE BOOK AND THE COIN?! 


NEW JERSEY STATE COPPERS 
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ROGER S. SIBONI 
JOHN L. HOWES 
A. BUELL ISH 


THE AMERICAN NUMISMATIC SOCIETY 
Titt COLONIAL COIN COLLECTORS CLUB 





We have a very limited quantity of the 2013 bible for the New Jersey copper collector, published 
jointly by The American Numismatic Society and The Colonial Coin Collectors Club, and now 
out of print. This massive reference, authored by Roger S. Siboni, John L. Howes and A. Buell 
Ish (with a forward by Michael Hodder) is nearly 600 pages long and contains, quite literally, 
everything you need to know about the series — from the contemporary history of the coiners, to 
a discussion of the number of coins surviving to this day, to detailed discussions of early 
collectors. The heart of the book though is the exhaustive research given to every single die 
variety, each of which contains enlarged photos, descriptions of the dies used, a discussion of die 
states, and updated rarity and Condition Census information. Sprinkled throughout these 
descriptions are enlarged photos of interesting features, as well as photographs of ephemera 
concerning some varieties. The hobby has waited over 130 years for a new reference on the 
series to replace Dr. Edward Maris’s original work — and the wait was well worth it! 


Originally published at $165, we have just 10 new copies available for $85 (plus postage) 
each. Once these are gone we will not be able to acquire additional stock at this price, so if you 
need the book we suggest you order it soon! Please verify availability before sending any 
payment. 


ORDERING INFORMATION: 


e All prices include postage and insurance 

e Payment can be made by check or money order or through PayPal at no additional charge 
if sent via “Friends and Family” from your PayPal account. Other forms of PayPal or 
credit card payments are also accepted but are subject to a 3% surcharge to cover the fees 
involved 

e California residents must add 7.75% sales tax to any purchase under $1,000 (or provide a 
valid resale number when ordering). In-state orders of over $1,000 are not subject to 
California sales tax 

e Allitems guaranteed genuine (except for any explicitly offered otherwise) 

e All items come with a no questions asked 14-day return period after you receive them 

e We are happy to e-mail photographs of any pieces in a larger size which can be enlarged 
on your computer screen for enhanced viewing 

e Weare happy to discuss layaway plans, with no interest charges added 

e All coins are stored in bank vaults, and we maintain no over the counter facilities 

e Your satisfaction is the most important part of our business 


To place an order: 


e e-mail us at: rosaamltd@ gmail.com 

e call us at: (619) 929-7926 (but please note we are on Pacific Time and leave a message if 
we cannot answer; messages will be returned in the order they are received) 

e write us at: P.O. Box 3447, San Diego, California 92163 
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